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About our Guest Speaker

Alvaro Enciso is a Colombian-born immigrant and multi-media artist known for his
powerful land art project titled “Donde Mueren los Suefios” (Where Dreams Die).

« The Project: For 12 years, he and volunteers have walked into the Sonoran Desert
to place handmade wooden crosses at the exact locations where migrants have
lost their lives.

o The Goal: His art aims to make the invisible visible, honor those who have died,
and bring attention to tough border policies.

You can see his latest work and updates on Instagram (instagram.com/aencisoart)
or follow him on Facebook (facebook.com/alvaro.enciso.5).

An extended interview with Alvaro from 2021 can be found on the blog “A Peace
of My Mind” at apeaceofmymind.org/2021/02/13/alvaro-enciso.



https://www.instagram.com/aencisoart/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/alvaro.enciso.5/
https://apeaceofmymind.org/2021/02/13/alvaro-enciso/

Welcome to the Celebration!
October 4, 2026 * 10:00am

This morning we are inviting Alvaro Enciso to join us via zoom, for a conversation with David
Ruston about conditions in the borderlands of Arizona and Mexico. Alvaro is a Colombian-born
immigrant and multi-media artist known for his powerful land art project titled "Donde Mueren
los Suerios" (Where Dreams Die). Together with volunteers, he walks into the Sonoran Desert to
place handmade wooden crosses at the exact locations where migrants have lost their lives. In
this way, his art aims to make the invisible visible, honor those who have died, and bring
attention to tough border policies.

We Gather as a Community of Faith

OPENING BELL The bell tolls to center our hearts and minds for worship.

GATHERING MusiC  “Color in Your Cheeks” Phil Westcott, vocals & guitar

She came in on the red-eye to Dallas-Fort Worth, all the way from sunny Taipei,
skin the color of a walnut shell and a baseball cap holding down her black hair.
And she came here after midnight; the hot weather made her feel right at home.

Chorus: Come on in, we haven’t slept for weeks. Drink some of this, it'll put color in your cheeks.

He drove in from Mexicali, no worse for wear, money to burn, time to kill, but five minutes

looking in his eyes and we all knew he was broken pretty bad, so we gave him what we had.

We cleared a space for him to sleep in, and we let the silence, that’s our trademark, make its presence felt.
[Chorus]

They came in by the dozens, walking or crawling. Some were bright-eyed, some were dead on their feet,
and they came from Zimbabwe, or from Soviet Georgia, East Saint Louis, or from Paris,

or they lived across the street. But they came, and when they finally made it here

it was the least that we could do to make our welcome clear. [Chorus]

Words and Music: John Darnielle.

WORDS OF WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) adapted from a litany from Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service
One: As you brought the Israelites out of bondage to freedom,
All: bring refugees out of persecution to safety.
One: Asyou protected the Israelites through 40 years in the desert,
All: protect those who languish for years in refugee camps.
One: Wipe away their tears of sorrow,
All: that their mourning may give way to joyous hope.
One: Put an end to warfare and tyranny,
All: that some may return home without fear of violence. (continued on page 4)

* = Please rise in body or in spirit.



One: Open the doors of safer nations,
All: that some may find new homes in new lands.
One: Rebuild their lives,
All: that they might enjoy the fruit of their labors in peace.
One: Restore their material goods,
All: that they might sustain their families in prosperity.
One: Revive their hope,
All: that they might face a future with promise.
One: Shine your grace upon them,
All: that they might know your love.
One: Strengthen their bonds of friendship and family,
All: that they might serve one another with encouraging love.
One: And inspire your churches to welcome the stranger,
All: that together we might build communities of hope where strangers become
neighbors and friends, and brothers and sisters. Amen!

*SONG OF GATHERING “A Place at the Table” verses 1, 3, 5 (see page 5)

PSALM OF THE DAY (together) Psalm 5:8~12, CEB
8 LORD, because of many enemies,
please lead me in your righteousness.

Make your way clear,
right in front of me.

Because there’s no truth in my enemies’ mouths,
all they have inside them is destruction.
Their throats are open graves;
their tongues slick with talk.

9 Condemn them, God!

Let them fail by their own plans.

Throw them out for their many sins
because they’ve rebelled against you.

But let all who take refuge in you celebrate.

Let them sing out loud forever!

Protect them
so that all who love your name
can rejoice in you.

Because you, LORD, bless the righteous.

You cover them with favor like a shield.

TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART
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We Gather at the Lord’s Table, Where All Are Welcome

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The bread and the fruit of the vine we share
join us to the people throughout history and across the world
who have come to this meal in search of life.

This bread and this cup are for everyone:
for the hungry;
for the lost;
for those who search
and those who are found;
for those who question
and those who know peace;
this is bread and drink for everyone.

When we share with each other,
we find ourselves connected to
the story of exodus and exile,
the story of redemption and restoration,
the story of God’s amazing love made known to us in covenant and cross,
in resurrection and new beginnings.

Wherever you are on this journey of life,

you are welcome here,

here in this place, here in this community, here at this table.
Come, children of God, come and remember with us.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
We remember the witness of Jesus to challenge the empires of the world,
to stop at nothing to declare God’s love for all people.

We remember how the world responded to Jesus’s ministry and teaching, by killing him.
And we remember God’s bold challenge to the world in bringing Jesus back to life.
And because of all this, we dare to remember the night when Christ was betrayed.

Gathered at table with his closest followers, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it,
and gave it to the disciples, saying, “Take this. Eat this. It is my body, given for you.
Do this — and remember me.”

After supper he took a cup, gave thanks, and offered it also, saying, “This is the cup of a new
and everlasting covenant, poured out willingly and lovingly. Drink this — and remember me.”

And so we remember, and we reconnect with one another in this season,
and as we invite Christ anew into our hearts, so we rededicate ourselves
to proclaiming in word and deed Christ’s realm. Amen!



PRAYER OF CONSECRATION (together)
Holy God, we praise you.
Let the heavens be joyful,
and the earth be glad.
We bless you for creating the whole world,
for your promises to your people,
and for the life we know in Jesus Christ your son.
Born of Mary, he shares our life.
Eating with sinners, he welcomes us.
Leading his followers, he guides us.
Dying on the cross, he loves us.
Risen from the dead, he gives new life.

We pray, God of love, that you will

send your Holy Spirit upon us and what we do here:
that we and these signs, touched by your Spirit,
may be signs of life and love to each other

and to all the world.

This we pray in the name of the one who taught us when we pray together to say,

THE LORD’S PRAYER (together)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen!

SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS (responsive)
If your elements of Communion are with you at home, rest your hands lightly upon them. If you
are here in person and they are in the front of the sanctuary, open your hands to be sacramental,
filled with the power to change your heart and the world. We ask God’s grace on us and on all
those who are in our prayers this morning, and God’s blessing on our elements and our hands.

One: We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world.

All: God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life.
One: We are welcome to this gift of God, the cup of blessing.

All: God’s love is poured out with love and abundance.

COMMUNION MusIC “Somos el Barco” Robert Manners, vocals; Nancy McNamara, piano
The stream sings it to the river, the river sings it to the sea.
The sea sings it to the boat that carries you and me.

Chorus: Somos el barco, somos el mar. Yo navego en ti, tu navegas en mi.
We are the boat, we are the sea. | sail in you, you sail in me.
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Now the boat in which we are sailing was built by many hands.
And the sea we are sailing on, it touches many sands. [Chorus]

O the voyage is long and hard, and yet we’re sailing still.
With a song to help us pull together, if only we will. [Chorus]

So with our hopes we reaise the sails to face the winds once more.
And with our hearts we chart the waters never sailed before. [Chorus]

Words and Music: Lorre Wyatt, © 1985 Roots & Branches Music (BMI); adapted from an arr. by Jill Stubington. All rights reserved.

PRAYER AFTER THE MEAL (together) based on Psalm 36:5-10
How precious is your unfailing love, O God!
All humanity finds rest in your presence.
We eat and are satisfied at your table;
we drink from the river of your overflowing kindness.
For you alone can quench our thirst;
you alone can open our eyes and awaken our souls.

May your love continue to grow deeply in the lives of all who know you.
May your salvation come to all who follow in your paths. Amen.

We Tell and Hear the Word

Focus LESSON  Leviticus 19:33-34, CEB
33 When immigrants live in your land with you, you must not cheat them. ** Any immigrant
who lives with you must be treated as if they were one of your citizens. You must love them as
yourself, because you were immigrants in the land of Egypt; | am the LORD your God.

REFLECTIONS “Donde Mueren los Suefios — Where Dreams Die” Alvaro Enciso & Dave Ruston

We Respond to the Word
*SONG OF RESPONSE  “O God of Every Nation” (see page 9)

WE SAY WHAT WE BELIEVE (together) adapted from The Immigrant’s Creed
| believe in Almighty God,
who guided the people in exile and in exodus,
the God of Joseph in Egypt and Daniel in Babylon,
the God of foreigners and immigrants.

| believe in Jesus Christ, a displaced Galilean,

who was born away from his people and his home,

who fled his country with his parents when his life was in danger.
When he returned to his own country

he suffered under the oppression of Pontius Pilate,

the servant of a foreign power.

Jesus was persecuted, beaten, tortured, and unjustly condemned to death.
(continued on page 10)
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But on the third day Jesus rose from the dead,
not as a scorned foreigner but to offer us citizenship in God’s kingdom.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the eternal immigrant from God’s kingdom among us,
who speaks all languages, lives in all countries,

and reunites all races.

| believe that the Church is the secure home

for foreigners and for all believers.

| believe that the communion of saints begins

when we embrace all God’s people in all their diversity.
Amen!

We Offer Ourselves and Our Gifts to God
MINUTE FOR MISSION  World Communion Offering Judy Girdwood Westcott

CALL TO OFFERING
You are invited to support the ministry of this congregation through online giving
at upcbgm.org/give, or by sending a check to the church office or putting
a donation in one of the collection boxes or offering plates by the door.

You can contribute to the PC(USA)’s World Communion Offering online at
pcusa.org/give/wco or text GIVEWCO to 41444, or use one of the
Special Offering envelopes located near the plates by the doors, or send a
check to the church office marked with “special offering” in the memo line.

OFFERING OF MusIC “Kwangena Thina Bo” UPC Choir
Kwangena thina bo (we mame), kwatul’'umoya. We are gathered (oh mother), the spirit is moved.
Lilizela, kwatul'umoya. O cry for joy, the spirit is moved.

Words and Music: Traditional Xhosa folk song; adapted from the Drakensberg Boys’ Choir version.

OFFERING OF PRAYER (together)
Loving God, we know that ministry is not a service we receive at church
so much as it is a life-giving work you call us to do with others.
Use our gifts and our talents, blended with the gifts and talents of others around
the world, to make a difference in our lives and the lives of others. Amen!

We Go Forth in Gratitude to Serve
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INVITATIONS

*SONG OF SENDING “Let There Be Peace on Earth” (see pages 12-13)

-10 -


https://upcbgm.org/give
https://pcusa.org/give/wco
https://upcbgm.org/give
https://pcusa.org/give/wco

WE BLESS EACH OTHER ON THE WAY (responsive)

One:

All:

One:

All:

One:
All:

May God bless us with discomfort

at easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships,

so that we may live deeply within our hearts.

May God bless us with anger

at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people,

so that we may work for justice, freedom, and peace.

May God bless us with tears to shed

for those who suffer from pain, rejection, starvation, and war,
so that we may reach out our hands to comfort them

and turn their pain into joy.

May God bless us with enough foolishness

to believe that we can make a difference in this world,

so that we can do what others claim cannot be done.

And when we are deep in the earthy, messy thick of it,

may we remember to look up at the stars and wonder. Amen!

SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE

One:

All:

And may the peace that passes all understanding

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God
and of God’s son, Jesus Christ,

and may the blessing of God almighty,

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

be with you this day and always.

Peace be with you.

And also with you.

SENDING Music (together) “This Is Who We Are” (see page 14)
> We are people of prayer, people of courage, and people who dare,
and we are people united to serve, because we’re people who care,

and we’re alive and rising, stirring and stirred by the life-breathing Word:

This is who we are! This is who we are!

Words: Tracy Keenan, © 2019. Music: Tracy Keenan and Aisha Brooks-Lytle, © 2019; arr. Ernest Backus.

a Franciscan blessing

(Please exchange a greeting of peace with those around you as our worship concludes.)

After the service, everyone is invited to join us for a time of fellowship and refreshments.
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This Is Who We Are
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Words: Tracy Keenan, © 2019. Music: Tracy Keenan and Aisha Brooks-Lytle, © 2019; arr. Ernest Backus.
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Get Involved! Without any doubt, the ministry of our congregation depends largely on the dedication and
selfless contributions of volunteers — the incredible individuals who give generously of their time, energy,
and unique talents. Here are some ways you can help us do Christ’s work in our community:

Community Meal & Pantry: Each Tuesday at 5pm, we offer a sit-down meal that is free for anybody, serving
about 160 meals a week. Volunteers are needed during the day on Monday and Tuesday to help with food
prep, and on Tuesday evening to serve the meal and clean up afterwards.

On Wednesdays from noon to 5pm, we run a free food pantry that also offers personal care & hygiene
items when they’re available. Volunteers help staff the pantry, and donations of non-perishable food and
personal care items are always welcome.

Contact Kitchen Coordinator Sherry Conklin for more info: meal@upcbgm.org.

Overnight Center at UPC: We operate the Overnight Center in partnership with the Broome County Urban
League. The Overnight Center is open 7 nights a week from 5:00pm to 9:00am with dinner and breakfast
provided every day, and can house up to 50 adults nightly.

There is also an ongoing need for donations of personal care items, new socks and underwear (men’s and
women’s, any size), and continental breakfast foods. Learn more on our website, upcbgm.org/overnight or
email deacons@upcbgm.org.

Worship services: You may not have noticed how many people are involved in our Sunday morning worship
services, but most weeks there are at least a dozen of us, and often there are more than 20: folks who read
prayers and scripture, greet visitors, share musical talents, operate technology, set up refreshments, help
serve communion, or contribute their ideas and support behind the scenes. If you'd like to take part, contact
Worship Team chair Suzie Raboy: sraboy54@stny.rr.com.

Music at UPC: Music is an important part of our coming together at United Pres.
We are excited to make music with every resource that we have, and to use a variety
of styles, not all at once but intermingled. What emerges is a vibrant worship service
with music that includes everyone who wishes to participate.

UPC Choir: Wednesdays (starting Sept. 16), 6:30-7:30pm in the Music Room.
The vocal choir provides music for worship most every Sunday. We welcome new
members at any time, and we would love to have your participation. It would be
good to have you with us!

United Ringers handbell choir: Sundays (starting Sept. 20), 11:30am—-12:30pm in the Sanctuary. Our
handbell choir plays 2—4 octaves of Malmark handbells and handchimes, providing music for worship
about once a month. If you’re interested in learning how to play handbells, please inquire. New members
are always welcome! No previous experience needed. No auditions to start. If you can count to 4, you can
learn to play!
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We also invite instrumentalists and vocalists who'd like to share their gifts to talk with any of our music
leaders about providing special music for worship — you can call the church office, email music@
upcbgm.org, or speak with them in person after worship.

Other ministries: Our ministry teams are always welcoming new team members. If you'd like to help with or
learn more about the workings of the church, talk to one of the pastors or the elders on Session: Campus
Ministry, Pastor Becky bkindig@upcbgm.org; Card Committee, Margaret Davis mdavis.margaret@
gmail.com; Community Outreach, Pastor Kimberly pastor@upcbgm.org or Sherry Conklin daisyiscrazy7623
@gmail.com; Deacons, Matt Johnson, mdjphd@gmail.com; Finance, Lou McKeage Imckeage@stny.rr.com;
Hospitality, Sally Hunt shunt1@stny.rr.com or Sherry Conklin daisyiscrazy7623@gmail.com; Personnel,
Cindy Burger csburger@frontiernet.net; Property, Pastor Becky bkindig@upcbgm.org; Sewing Group, Cindy
Burger csburger@frontiernet.net; Special Offerings, Judy Girdwood Westcott girdwoodwestcott@hotmail.com.



mailto:meal@upcbgm.org
mailto:upcbgm.org/overnight
mailto:deacons@upcbgm.org
mailto:sraboy54@stny.rr.com
mailto:music@upcbgm.org
mailto:music@upcbgm.org
mailto:bkindig@upcbgm.org
mailto:mdavis.margaret@gmail.com
mailto:mdavis.margaret@gmail.com
mailto:pastor@upcbgm.org
mailto:daisyiscrazy7623@gmail.com
mailto:daisyiscrazy7623@gmail.com
mailto:mdjphd@gmail.com
mailto:lmckeage@stny.rr.com
mailto:shunt1@stny.rr.com
mailto:daisyiscrazy7623@gmail.com
mailto:csburger@frontiernet.net
bkindig@upcbgm.org
mailto:csburger@frontiernet.net
mailto:girdwoodwestcott@hotmail.com

Gathering at the Lord’s Table — Our Communion Elements:

We are celebrating communion during today’s worship service. Our communion
bread is gluten-free, and our shared cup is cherry juice, so that all may partake
of the same elements during our communion. Please speak to one of the
technicians at the back of the sanctuary if this creates any difficulties for you.

Children in Worship: “Let the little children come to me...” —Matthew 19:14

We are glad that your children are here today, and we hope that you know that
they are welcome and encouraged to be in worship with you. We truly believe
that a community of faith is made up of people of ALL ages. There is a
PrayGround space with coloring sheets and quiet toys in the front of the
sanctuary to use there or can be taken to another pew, if that suits your
family’s needs.

There is a nursery for infants through age four staffed with two nursery attendants, if that is a
better choice for your family. The nursery is at the end of the hall past the bathrooms. Nursery
staff are on duty from 9:00am to 12:00pm. Parents are welcome to stay in the room and listen to
the service over the speaker, or to return to the sanctuary to worship. Please let us know if you
have questions.
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