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Welcome to the Celebration!
September 6, 2026 + 10:00am

This week, our scripture lesson is the best-known part of the Jonah story. If we don’t know
anything else about Jonah, we know that he was cast into the sea, and swallowed by “a great
fish” and spent three days in the belly of the fish. But we don’t always remember why Jonah was
on a boat in the first place, or how he landed in the sea. Today we’ll look at the story of Jonah
and how he got there, and next week we’ll finish the story with how God spoke to Jonah through
the activity of a worm.

We Gather as a Community of Faith

OPENING BELL The bell tolls to center our hearts and minds for worship.

GATHERING MusiC  “Daha” (Pounding Waves) Austin Shadduck, shakuhachi
Music: Traditional, shakuhachi honkyoku.

WORDS OF WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) inspired by Jonah 3:1-5, Psalm 62
One: Praise the God of all Creation.
All: Worship the One who calls us —
speaking with a different voice,
offering an unexpected invitation.
One: Celebrate the presence of our loving God.
All: Rejoice, the realm of God is near!

*SONG OF GATHERING “God of the Sparrow” (see page 3)

PSALM OF THE DAY (responsive) Psalm 139:1-10, NRSVUE
One: ' O LORD, you have searched me and known me.
You know when | sit down and when | rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
All: 3 You search out my path and my lying down
and are acquainted with all my ways.
Even before a word is on my tongue,
O LORD, you know it completely.
All: > You hem me in, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that | cannot attain it.
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* = Please rise in body or in spirit.
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How does the crea-ture say Praise
How does the crea-ture cry  Save
How does the crea-ture say Thanks
How does the crea-ture say Life
How does the crea-ture say  Peace
How do your chil-dren say Home

Words: Jaroslav J. Vajda, © 1983. Music: Carl F. Schalk (ROEDER), © 1983 GIA Publications. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727560. All rights reserved.

All: ™ Where can | go from your spirit?
Or where can | flee from your presence?
One: ® Iflascend to heaven, you are there;
if  make my bed in Sheol, you are there.
All: ° If | take the wings of the morning
and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,
even there your hand shall lead me,
and your right hand shall hold me fast.

10

-3



We Tell and Hear the Word

TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART

Focus LESSON Jonah 1:1-2:10, CEB
1'The LORD’s word came to Jonah, Amittai’s son: “Get up and go to Nineveh, that great city,
and cry out against it, for their evil has come to my attention.”

3So Jonah got up — to flee to Tarshish from the LORD! He went down to Joppa and found a
ship headed for Tarshish. He paid the fare and went aboard to go with them to Tarshish, away
from the LORD. * But the LORD hurled a great wind upon the sea, so that there was a great
storm on the sea; the ship looked like it might be broken to pieces. ® The sailors were terrified,
and each one cried out to his god. They hurled the cargo that was in the ship into the sea to
make it lighter.

Now Jonah had gone down into the hold of the vessel to lie down and was deep in sleep.
®The ship’s officer came and said to him, “How can you possibly be sleeping so deeply? Get up!
Call on your god! Perhaps the god will give some thought to us so that we won’t perish.”

"Meanwhile, the sailors said to each other, “Come on, let’s cast lots so that we might learn
who is to blame for this evil that’s happening to us.” They cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah.
8So they said to him, “Tell us, since you’re the cause of this evil happening to us: What do you
do and where are you from? What's your country and of what people are you?”

9He said to them, “I'm a Hebrew. | worship the LORD, the God of heaven — who made the
sea and the dry land.”

'9Then the men were terrified and said to him, “What have you done?” (The men knew that
Jonah was fleeing from the LORD, because he had told them.)

""They said to him, “What will we do about you so that the sea will become calm around
us?” (The sea was continuing to rage.)

'2He said to them, “Pick me up and hurl me into the sea! Then the sea will become calm
around you. | know it’s my fault that this great storm has come upon you.”

3The men rowed to reach dry land, but they couldn’t manage it because the sea continued
to rage against them. '*So they called on the LORD, saying, “Please, LORD, don’t let us perish on
account of this man’s life, and don’t blame us for innocent blood! You are the LORD: whatever
you want, you can do.” > Then they picked up Jonah and hurled him into the sea, and the sea
ceased its raging. '® The men worshipped the LORD with a profound reverence; they offered a
sacrifice to the LORD and made solemn promises.

' Meanwhile, the LORD provided a great fish to swallow Jonah. Jonah was in the belly of the
fish for three days and three nights.

2 ' Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the belly of the fish:

2 “I called out to the LORD in my distress, and he answered me.
From the belly of the underworld | cried out for help;
you have heard my voice.
You had cast me into the depths in the heart of the seas,
and the flood surrounds me.
All your strong waves and rushing water passed over me.

2 «
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So | said, ‘1 have been driven away from your sight.
Will I ever again look on your holy temple?
Waters have grasped me to the point of death;
the deep surrounds me.
Seaweed is wrapped around my head
at the base of the undersea mountains.
| have sunk down to the underworld;
its bars held me with no end in sight.
But you brought me out of the pit.’
When my endurance was weakening,
| remembered the LORD,
and my prayer came to you,
to your holy temple.
Those deceived by worthless things lose their chance for mercy.
But me, | will offer a sacrifice to you with a voice of thanks.
That which | have promised, | will pay.
Deliverance belongs to the LORD!”
'9Then the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto the dry land.

REFLECTIONS “Jonah and the Great Fish” Rev. Kimberly P Chastain

We Respond to the Word
*SONG OF RESPONSE  “O God, in a Mysterious Way” (see page 6)

WE SAY WHAT WE BELIEVE (together) from “A Brief Statement of Faith,” PC(USA), 1983
In life and in death we belong to God.

Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel,
whom alone we worship and we serve.

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks
and to live holy and joyful lives,
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,
praying, Come, Lord Jesus!

With believers in every time and place,
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen!

-5-
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Words: William Cowper, alt. Music: DUNDEE, Scottish Psalter, 1615; harm. Thomas Ravencroft, alt. Public Domain.

We Offer Ourselves and Our Gifts to God

MINUTE FOR MISSION  World Communion Offering Judy Girdwood Westcott

CALLTO OFFERING
You are invited to support the ministry of this congregation through online giving
at upcbgm.org/give, or by sending a check to the church office or putting
a donation in one of the collection boxes or offering plates by the door.

You can contribute to the PC(USA)’s World Communion Offering online at
pcusa.org/give/wco or text GIVEWCO to 41444, or use one of the
Special Offering envelopes located near the plates by the doors, or send a
check to the church office marked with “special offering” in the memo line.

OFFERING OF MusIC Adagio on BEACH SPRING Nancy McNamara, organ

Music: John Karl Hirten. © 2005 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.
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WE OFFER OUR PRAYERS (responsive)
As each petition is concluded, the prayer leader and congregation respond:
One: Lord, in your loving kindness,
All: hear our prayer.

PASTORAL PRAYER
Almighty and Compassionate God,
you care for all your peoples
whether they are here around us or in far off places,
whether they act and believe like we do,
you care enough to call them all home.

You care about our country during these tough economic times,
for the great number of people who don’t have jobs, who don’t have shelter,
who have to walk long distances to find food or hope.

You care about countries like Nepal, Zimbabwe, Nigeria, India, Ukraine, and Russia,
who have deeper problems and needs than we do.

You care about those who are sick, in pain,
in the hospital, homebound, and in nursing homes,
and your compassion extends to them.

You care about those who carry heavy burdens,
broken hearts, grieving, lonely, and anxious,
and your compassion extends to them as well.

Lord, we thank you for your compassion, your care, your mercy,
and the good news of your son, Jesus Christ.
Open our hearts and minds to extend that compassion to everyone you love.

We pray these things in the name of Jesus, who taught us when we pray together to say:

THE LORD’S PRAYER (together)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen!

We Go Forth in Gratitude to Serve
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INVITATIONS

*SONG OF SENDING  “O God in Whom All Life Begins” (see page 8)
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Words: Carl P. Daw, ©® 1990 Hope Publishing Company. Music: NOEL, English melody; arr. Arthur S. Sullivan. All
rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727560. All rights reserved.

grant our faith in-crease.
may your love pro-claim.
live the words we say.
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WE BLESS EACH OTHER ON THE WAY (responsive)

One:

All:

One:

All:

One:
All:

May God bless us with discomfort

at easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships,

so that we may live deeply within our hearts.

May God bless us with anger

at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people,

so that we may work for justice, freedom, and peace.

May God bless us with tears to shed

for those who suffer from pain, rejection, starvation, and war,
so that we may reach out our hands to comfort them

and turn their pain into joy.

May God bless us with enough foolishness

to believe that we can make a difference in this world,

so that we can do what others claim cannot be done.

And when we are deep in the earthy, messy thick of it,

may we remember to look up at the stars and wonder. Amen!

SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE

One:

All:

And may the peace that passes all understanding

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God
and of God’s son, Jesus Christ,

and may the blessing of God almighty,

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

be with you this day and always.

Peace be with you.

And also with you.

SENDING Music (together) “This Is Who We Are” (see page 10)

a Franciscan blessing

(Please exchange a greeting of peace with those around you as our worship concludes.)

After the service, everyone is invited to join us for a time of fellowship and refreshments.
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Tracy Keenan & Aisha Brooks-Lytle, arr. Ernest Backus
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Words: Tracy Keenan, © 2019. Music: Tracy Keenan and Aisha Brooks-Lytle, © 2019; arr. Ernest Backus.
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Get Involved! Without any doubt, the ministry of our congregation depends largely on the dedication and
selfless contributions of volunteers — the incredible individuals who give generously of their time, energy,
and unique talents. Here are some ways you can help us do Christ’s work in our community:

Community Meal & Pantry: Each Tuesday at 5pm, we offer a sit-down meal that is free for anybody, serving
about 160 meals a week. Volunteers are needed during the day on Monday and Tuesday to help with food
prep, and on Tuesday evening to serve the meal and clean up afterwards.

On Wednesdays from noon to 5pm, we run a free food pantry that also offers personal care & hygiene
items when they’re available. Volunteers help staff the pantry, and donations of non-perishable food and
personal care items are always welcome.

Contact Kitchen Coordinator Sherry Conklin for more info: meal@upcbgm.org

Overnight Center at UPC: We operate the Overnight Center in partnership with the Broome County Urban
League. The Overnight Center is open 7 nights a week from 5:00pm to 9:00am with dinner and breakfast
provided every day, and can house up to 50 adults nightly. There are volunteer opportunities each morning
(6-9:30am) and evening (4:30-8pm) as guest support staff, and volunteers are also needed to help with
meal preparation. There is also an ongoing need for donations of personal care items, new socks and
underwear (men’s and women’s, any size), and continental breakfast foods. Learn more on our website,
upcbgm.org/overnight or email deacons@upcbgm.org

Worship services: You may not have noticed how many people are involved in our Sunday morning worship
services, but most weeks there are at least a dozen of us, and often there are more than 20: folks who read
prayers and scripture, greet visitors, share musical talents, operate technology, set up refreshments, help
serve communion, or contribute their ideas and support behind the scenes. If you'd like to take part, contact
Worship Team chair Suzie Raboy: sraboy54@stny.rr.com

Music at UPC: Music is an important part of our coming together at United
Presbyterian. We are excited to make music with every resource that we have, and
to use a variety of styles, not all at once but intermingled. What emerges is a vibrant
worship service with music that includes everyone who wishes to participate.

UPC Choir: Wednesdays (starting Sept. 16), 6:30-7:30pm in the Music Room.
The vocal choir provides music for worship most every Sunday. We welcome new
members at any time, and we would love to have your participation. It would be
good to have you with us!

United Ringers handbell choir: Sundays (starting Sept. 20), 11:30am—-12:30pm in the Sanctuary. Our
handbell choir plays 2—4 octaves of Malmark handbells and handchimes, providing music for worship
about once a month. If you’re interested in learning how to play handbells, please inquire. New members
are always welcome! No previous experience needed. No auditions to start. If you can count to 4, you can
learn to play!

We also invite instrumentalists and vocalists who'd like to share their gifts to talk with any of our music
leaders about providing special music for worship — you can call the church office, email music@
upcbgm.org, or speak with them in person after worship.

Other ministries: Our ministry teams are always welcoming new team members. If you'd like to help with or
learn more about the workings of the church, talk to one of the pastors or the elders on Session: Campus
Ministry, Pastor Becky bkindig@upcbgm.org; Card Committee, Margaret Davis mdavis.margaret@
gmail.com; Community Outreach, Pastor Kimberly pastor@upcbgm.org or Sherry Conklin meal@
upcbgm.org; Deacons, Matt Johnson, mdjphd@gmail.com; Finance, Lou McKeage Imckeage@stny.rr.com;
Hospitality, Sally Hunt shunt1@stny.rr.com or Sherry Conklin meal@upcbgm.org; Personnel, Cindy Burger
csburger@frontiernet.net; Property, Pastor Becky bkindig@upcbgm.org; Sewing Group, Cindy Burger csburger
@frontiernet.net; Special Offerings, Judy Girdwood Westcott girdwoodwestcott@hotmail.com.
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Children in Worship: “Let the little children come to me...” —Matthew 19:14

We are glad that your children are here today, and we hope that you know that they
are welcome and encouraged to be in worship with you. We truly believe that a
community of faith is made up of people of ALL ages. There is a PrayGround
space with coloring sheets and quiet toys in the front of the sanctuary to use
there or can be taken to another pew, if that suits your family’s needs.

There is also a nursery space at the end of the hall at the front of the sanctuary that is open for
use with a parent or guardian. It has a changing table, a rocking chair, and some toys appropriate for
age two and under. There is a speaker in the room so you can listen to the service. Please let us know

if you have questions.
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