Announcements September 6, 2026

THIS WEEK AT UPC:
[9/6] Coffee hour, 11:15am in the Sanctuary
[9/7] Labor Day, church offices closed.

[9/8] Community Meal, Tuesdays, 5—-6pm. Every week we offer a sit-down meal that is
free for anybody. Volunteers are needed; if you’d like to help with this mission, contact
Community Kitchen Coordinator Sherry Conklin: meal@upcbgm.org or 607-722-4219.

[9/9] Sewing Group, Wednesdays, 10am—1pm in the
Upper Lounge. The Sewing Group meets at the church
each week to craft quilts, mittens, hats, scarves, .
pillows, and more. At noon, those who can’t come in To dial as a phone call:
person are invited to “Zoom in” for their lunchtime (+_1) 646-558-8656
social hour. All are invited; bring a lunch and enjoy Meeting ID: 865 274 8433
the company.

To join UPC’s “Zoom Room”
online: upcbgm.org/zoom

Community Food & Hygiene Pantry, Wednesdays, 12—-5pm. Volunteers help staff the
pantry on Wednesdays, and help is also needed when we get deliveries on Thursday &
Friday mornings. Contact Sherry to help: meal@upcbhgm.org or 607-722-4219.

[9/11] Zoom Happy hour, Fridays, 5—-6:30pm. Bring your own beverage and join the fun
as we catch up on the events of the week and share how we’re doing.

[9/11-12] LUMA Festival, 8:30pm—12:15am in downtown Binghamton. This year’s LUMA
will include a feature in our sanctuary! “A swarm of drones, an acrobat, and no clear
line between them. SINGULARITY is a drone circus that tells the story of humanity
merging with technology — not as an idea, but as a body in motion. The performer
moves and the drones move with him, close enough to read as an extension of his own
limbs. He’s lit by LED costuming and an LED prop, with lighting and sound answering
every gesture, all synchronized to music inside Binghamton’s United Presbyterian
Church.” Visit lumafestival.com for info & updates.

LOOKING AHEAD:
[9/13] Worship & communion, 10am. Jonah, chapters 3 & 4.

[9/14] Session meeting, 6pm

[9/16] UPC Choir rehearsals resume, 6:30—7:30pm in the Music Room. The vocal choir
provides music for worship most every Sunday. We welcome new members any time,
and we would love to have your participation. It would be good to have you with us!

[9/20] United Ringers handbell choir rehearsals resume, 11:30am-12:30pm in the
Sanctuary. If you’re interested in learning how to play handbells, please inquire.
No previous experience needed. If you can count to 4, you can learn to play!


mailto:meal@upcbgm.org?subject=volunteering
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IT’S TIME TO REGISTER FOR SCAN QoD

Waiting, Witness, %
| [ and the Way of Christ

Reimagining the Church’s Calling

CONFERENCE
September 25-26
at the Presbyterian Church in Geneva JEef&:
24 Park Place, Geneva, NY 14456

$75 per person includes conference registration,

Friday dinner, Saturday lunch, and walking exhibit
from the Presbyterian Historical Society
REGISTRATION DUE BY FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11

for links and more info go to: susvalpresby.org/register

Learning, Fellowship, Music, & more! This event is for:

[ Congregation members concerned about the church’s future
Ruling Elders, Deacons, and committee members

B8 Commissioned Ruling Elders, Pastors, Ministers, and Lay Preachers

B Anybody looking to connect with fellow Presbyterians
and learn about God’s emerging future

presented by the Presbyteries of Cayuga-Syracuse, Genesee Valley,
Geneva, Susquehanna Valley, Utica, and Western New York

Imagine a family that has lived on the same farm for generations. The crops aren’t producing like they
once did, so they keep buying new equipment, new seed, and new techniques. Every year they work
harder, but they’re becoming more exhausted. Finally someone asks a different question: “What if we’ve
spent so much time trying to increase the harvest that we’ve forgotten to pay attention to the soil?”

Andrew Root believes that’s where many churches are today. We spend enormous energy trying

to grow the church, fix the church, or reinvent the church. Root asks us to stop for a moment and

pay attention to something deeper: Where is God already at work among us? Because the future
of the church depends less on finding a better strategy than on recognizing God’s presence.


https://pbygenval.wufoo.com/forms/rzj499r0psc429/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hyOhval5tgusJ4rNLa_F5yxLeYot-_aZ/view?usp=drive_link
https://susvalpresby.org/register

Practical Resources for Churches (prcli.org) offers resources on a variety
of topics including caring ministries, spiritual practices, small church life,
social justice, and environmental stewardship. Check out all they have to
offer and take advantage of the abundance of programs and information.
Upcoming webinars include:

e Grant Writing for Mission and Ministry — Thurs. Sept. 10, 2—3pm: Are you curious
about grant writing but don’t know where to start? Have a Big New Dream but don’t
know how to fund it? Is your community hungry to do more for your neighbors?
Come to a step-by-step workshop on assessing your grant-readiness, finding
available and applicable grants, and writing an actual proposal. This is an
interactive and transparent discussion on what works and what doesn’t for winning
faith-based grants! upchgm.org/prc091026

o Building a Digital Bridge — Thurs. Sept. 17, 2—3pm: With one in four Americans
regularly participating in online worship, churches face the vital task of
shepherding and nurturing these digital disciples. This engaging webinar offers
practical guidance on how to bridge the gap between in-person and online
experiences to cultivate meaningful faith formation. Participants will discover how
forward-thinking church leaders embrace online ministry as a fruitful, dynamic
expression of how God is at work today. upchgm.org/prc091726

 Not Sure How to “Do Justice”? Start with Listening — Tues. Sept. 29, 2—-3pm:
Intentional listening can inspire people in your church to take action against
hopelessness, exploitation, and isolation. Ministry consultants Joy Skjegstad and
Heidi Unruh address questions such as: Why is listening important to doing justice?
Who to involve in intentional listening, and what questions to ask? What can you
discover about the root causes and resources for the justice work needed in your
community? How do you bridge from listening to action? Joy and Heidi share
practical steps to make listening in your community and congregation a vital part
of your church’s justice ministry. upchgm.org/prc092926

o Not Just Sundays: Leading the Church in a Changed Culture — Tues. Oct. 20, 2—3pm:
The world has changed, and ministry has changed with it. Together, we’ll explore
the cultural shifts that have reshaped how people connect, belong, trust, and engage
with the Church, considering what these realities mean for preaching, discipleship,
and even reaching new audiences. Rather than longing for a return to the past,
you’ll be challenged to embrace a renewed vision of ministry that is responsive to
today’s culture while remaining deeply rooted in the gospel. upcbgm.org/prc102026

Other resources from PRC include:

o What’s Next: Timely resources and upcoming webinars. conta.cc/4gpUOl4 (8/25/26)

e Cultivate: Growing in Faith: Christian ed and faith formation resources, ideas, and
anecdotes for all ages of adults and children. September’s letter: bit.ly/4gAkvkt
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Synod of the Northeast Innovation Lab Series: monthly webinars on Zoom
#1: What is innovation? What does it mean for ministry today? Tues. Sept. 15, 12—1pm

Designed for innovators, discerners, pastors, congregants, and §s

community partners who are excited by ministry possibilities! ‘\

Featuring guest speakers, grantees, and special guests each / l
(

month. Be inspired by real ministry innovation and practical
ideas you can adapt for your own community!

Register at upchgm.org/SNElab2609
More news from the Synod of the Northeast, including grants and

. . . . SYNOD OF THE NORTHEAST
scholarship opportunities, is at upchgm.org/SNEwh2608 Presbyterian Church (US.A)

Grants for Ministry: Where Generosity and Capacity Meet ggj The Center for
Wednesdays, Sept. 23 — Oct. 14, 12—1:30pm on Zoom .i Lifelon g Learnin g

When the cost of a ministry project you want to embark on COLUMBIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
exceeds your own resources, but you know others in the

wider community would be excited to see it succeed, you might have the right recipe
for proposing a grant from a foundation. Foundations have been entrusted with
resources from generous people who care about creating the kinds of change you can
make happen. In other words, you have the project and the capacity to see it through,;
they have the passion and the funding to help you realize it. But as sources of money,
grants do come with challenges. Learn whether grants are the right way to fund your
ministry project and how to write a persuasive proposal. There will be a homework
exercise each week as well as interactive work in class.

During the class, we will address the following topics using the strategies listed:

e What are the pros and cons of funding ministry with foundation grants? You will
complete a checklist to see if you are grant ready.

o What are grant makers looking for? You will pretend you are a funder and review a
sample proposal.

« What goes into writing a persuasive proposal? You will complete a few writing
exercises about your ministry.

o How do grant seekers find funders? You will search an online database for grant-
makers that might fund your project.

Facilitator: Barbara Blodgett is an educator, minister, and ethicist with several
decades of experience in theological education helping students, practitioners, and
other leaders achieve excellence and effectiveness. She believes that when the head
brings purpose, structure, and integrity, the heart can love and serve others well.

Schedule: Via Zoom on Wednesdays, 12—1:30pm (ET) on Sept. 23 & 30 and Oct. 7 & 14.
More info and registration at upchgm.org/cll260923.



https://upcbgm.org/SNElab2609
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https://upcbgm.org/cll260923
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1-hour’ program featuring former students

Carol Bartlett
Donna Frye

Jean Henssler

Rev. Christian Huebner
Richard Hugunine
John Novak
Jon Riss

co-sponsored by:
The American Guild of Organists, Binghamton Chapter binghamtonago.org
The United Presbyterian Church of Binghamton upcbgm.org

This concert is free and open to the public with donations gratefully accepted.

Parking in rear of church, reserved for those with mobility challenges.



Wee Kirk Conferences: Small churches can make a big difference!
October 12—-14 at Laurelville Retreat Center in Mt. Laurel, PA
October 19%-21 at Montreat Conference Center in Montreat, NC

We know that leaders serving in small-membership churches
encounter many unique challenges as they seek to educate, inspire,
and lead their congregations. However, we also know that serving a smaller
congregation can be super rewarding when you have the right support.

That’s where the Wee Kirk comes in! These conferences bring together leaders from
small-membership churches so that they can find inspiration, encouragement, and
community among those serving the church in similar capacities.

Wee Kirk Northeast has seven different workshops to choose from — you select three
to attend when you register. Choices include spirituality, stewardship, vital ministry,
vibrant worship, and the impact of AI on ministry. See the brochure (bit.ly/3VcWRC6)
for topics and the full schedule. The cost of this conference is $250 per person. Learn
more and register at wee-kirk-ne.org.

Wee Kirk Montreat’s conference theme is “Much from Little”: While the world is
thinking scarcity, the Kingdom of God is all about abundance. While the world is
wanting everything on a grand scale, most of Jesus’s parables and teachings are all
about how God can take something or someone seemingly small and insignificant and
create a work and a provision only God can do.

The Wee Kirk Conference lifts up the small church and its leaders. Whereas many
would see scarcity and use words like “aged,” “dying,” and “struggling,” Jesus calls
us to see “wisdom,” “legacy,” and “abundance.” Come join us as we explore,
celebrate and sit in wonder as we experience how the spirit-filled Body of Christ
mirrors the right-side-up abundant Kingdom of Jesus Christ.

This conference offers six different tracks so you can select your focus area for the
duration of the conference. Tracks are based on specific scenarios that leaders of small
churches frequently encounter. (*Some tracks begin on Sunday, October 18.)

The cost of this conference is $380 per person, or $405 per couple. Some tracks have
additional costs. Learn more and register at montreat.org/events/wee-kirk-26.

Scholarships are available from the Presbytery for members of congregations who
want to attend this conference: we will reimburse 75% of your registration fee. Apply
at susvalpresby.org/cclef-scholarship. Scholarship questions to Elder Scott Kindig,
cclefchair@susvalpresby.org, or call the Presbytery office, 607-323-4477.
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Leading Your Congregation at the Lord’s Table
A Communion Training Workshop for Elders
Saturday, October 24, 9:30am-2:30pm

at East Guilford United Presbyterian Church
2699 County Rd 35, Bainbridge, NY 13733

Many congregations find themselves in need of leadership
on communion Sundays when a pastor is not available.
Any ordained elder who has been duly trained may be
commissioned to step in at such a time. You could be
such a resource for your congregation!

This course will cover the theology of communion, provide practical guidance for
serving, and allow space for questions and conversation. All churches, particularly
those without pastoral leadership, are encouraged to send ruling elders in good
standing (they don’t have to be on the Session currently) to this event. Ruling elders
who complete training and are endorsed by their Session — and then commissioned
by their presbytery — are authorized to preside at communion within their
congregation. (If desired by the ruling elder, the presbytery can extend this
authorization to additional congregations.)

Participants will share pizza for lunch, and a good-will offering will be available
for those who wish to contribute toward the meal. This gathering is open to ruling
elders from the Presbyteries of Susquehanna Valley and Cayuga-Syracuse, and
offers a wonderful opportunity for ruling elders from both presbyteries to learn,
connect, and deepen their understanding of communion.

This training will be led by Rev. Allen Presby, a beloved retired
pastor from Susquehanna Valley known for his gentle teaching
style and deep love for the sacrament.

Register at susvalpresby.org/register or scan the QR code
Questions? Email cclefchair@susvalpresby.org
or call 607-323-4477.



https://www.susvalpresby.org/register
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The Madrigal Choir of Binghamton

Invites you to a community
sing-a-long

Sunday, September 20, 2026
Phelps Mansion Museum
191 Court St., Binghamton, NY
2:00 PM

While this is a free event, a donation will be taken to
support the new Overnight Shelter located downtown at
United Presbyterian church. Visit madrigalchoir.com for more
information.

More news from around the presbytery and across the denomination
can be found at susvalpresby.org/thursday-thoughts
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