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Welcome to the Celebration!
August 30, 2026 ¢ 10:00am

Earlier in August, Pastor Kimberly began the Book of Ruth. We heard about the widow Naomi
and her Moabite daughter-in-law, Ruth, who stayed with her to support her. We heard about a
distant relative, Boaz, who showed kindness to Ruth in the barley fields. And we learned about
the Hebrew word “Hesed”, God’s loving kindness, and how it comes about in multiple ways in
this story. Today Pastor Becky will preach on the end of this story in chapters 3 and 4. Naomi
helps Ruth to develop a plan for a more secure and happy life with hopes that Boaz would marry
Ruth. Ruth carries the plan out boldly, and her actions then continue to show compassion for
her family by bringing Naomi into protection as well. Moved by this act of love both towards
him and to Naomi, Boaz moves forward with a plan that brings new life to all of them and new
life into the world, thus demonstrating what following God'’s teaching can bring about.

We Gather as a Community of Faith

OPENING BELL The bell tolls to center our hearts and minds for worship.

GATHERING Music  “Ubi Caritas et Amor”
Aimée Backus, Ernest Backus, Taylor Hagquist, Austin Shadduck, vocals
Ubi caritas et amor, ubi caritas Deus ibi est. Where true charity and love abide, God is dwelling there.

Words: Latin, 8th c. Music: Jacques Berthier, © 1979 Les Presses de Taizé (admin. GIA Publications). All rights reserved.
WORDS OF WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) based on Psalm 78:1-4
One: People of God, open your ears!
Come and celebrate the story of our God,
All: a story of compassion and mercy,
of redemption and love;
One: a story passed down from generation to generation,
so that God’s people never forget
the wonderful things our God has done!
All: Let us praise God together!

*SONG OF GATHERING “O God Beyond All Praising” (see page 3)

* = Please rise in body or in spirit.



O God Beyond All Praising

n Ilf) [)] ﬁl J J
. . P_
NIV, '_i o ) = ._t
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Word, we hon - or and a - dore you, our great and might-y Lord.
ways, and make a joy-ful du - ty our sac - ri - fice of  praise.

Words: Michael Perry, © 1982 Jubilate Hymns (admin. Hope Publishing Company). Music: Gustav T. Holst (THAXTED). All rights
reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727560. All rights reserved.



GATHERING PRAYER (together) by Thom Shuman
You do not want us
to be ignorant of your
dreams and hopes for us,
God of holiness,
so you speak to us in parables,
so we might pay careful attention
to your words;
you tell us stories about
our grandparents in the faith,
so we might become mentors
to our grandchildren, and theirs.
Filling us with the holy oil
of generosity and grace,
you make us ready to welcome
you into our lives,
and to open our hearts
to those who are in need.

On this day, we choose to serve you,
God in Community, Holy in One, Amen.

We Tell and Hear the Word

FIRST READING  Ruth 3:71-18, NRSVUE
'Naomi her mother-in-law said to [Ruth], “My daughter, | need to seek some security for you,
so that it may be well with you. ?Now here is our kinsman Boaz, with whose young women you

have been working. See, he is winnowing barley tonight at the threshing floor. * Now wash and
anoint yourself, and put on your best clothes and go down to the threshing floor, but do not
make yourself known to the man until he has finished eating and drinking. * When he lies
down, observe the place where he lies; then go and uncover his feet and lie down, and he will
tell you what to do.” >[Ruth] said to her, “All that you say | will do.”

®So she went down to the threshing floor and did just as her mother-in-law had instructed
her. "When Boaz had eaten and drunk and was in a contented mood, he went to lie down at
the end of the heap of grain. Then she came stealthily and uncovered his feet and lay down. 8 At
midnight the man was startled and turned over, and there, lying at his feet, was a woman! °He
said, “Who are you?” And she answered, “I am Ruth, your servant; spread your cloak over your
servant, for you are next-of-kin.” '°He said, “May you be blessed by the LORD, my daughter; this
last instance of your loyalty is better than the first; you have not gone after young men,
whether poor or rich. ' And now, my daughter, do not be afraid, | will do for you all that you
ask, for all the assembly of my people know that you are a worthy woman. ' But now, though
it is true that | am a near kinsman, there is another kinsman more closely related than I.
3 Remain this night, and in the morning, if he will act as next-of-kin for you, good; let him do



it. But if he is not willing to act as next-of-kin for you, then, as the LORD lives, | will act as next-
of-kin for you. Lie down until the morning.”

4So she lay at his feet until morning but got up before one person could recognize another,
for he said, “It must not be known that the woman came to the threshing floor.” > Then he
said, “Bring the cloak you are wearing and hold it out.” So she held it, and he measured out six
measures of barley and put it on her back; then he went into the town. '® She came to her
mother-in-law, who said, “How did things go with you, my daughter?” Then she told her all
that the man had done for her, '"saying, “He gave me these six measures of barley, for he said,
‘Do not go back to your mother-in-law empty-handed.”” '® [Naomi] replied, “Wait, my daughter,
until you learn how the matter turns out, for the man will not rest but will settle the matter
today.”

TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART

Focus LESSON  Ruth 4:1-22, NRSVUE

' No sooner had Boaz gone up to the gate and sat down there than the next-of-kin of whom
Boaz had spoken came passing by. So Boaz said, “Come over; sit down here.” And he went over
and sat down. ? Then Boaz took ten men of the elders of the town and said, “Sit down here,” so
they sat down. ? He then said to the next-of-kin, “Naomi, who has come back from the country
of Moab, is selling the parcel of land that belonged to our kinsman Elimelech. *So | thought |
would tell you of it and say: Buy it in the presence of those sitting here and in the presence of
the elders of my people. If you will redeem it, redeem it; but if you will not, tell me, so that |
may know; for there is no one prior to you to redeem it, and | come after you.” So he said, “I
will redeem it.” > Then Boaz said, “The day you acquire the field from the hand of Naomi, you
are also acquiring Ruth the Moabite, the widow of the dead man, to maintain the dead man’s
name on his inheritance.” ® At this, the next-of-kin said, “I cannot redeem it for myself without
damaging my own inheritance. Take my right of redemption yourself, for | cannot redeem it.”

"Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning redeeming and exchanging
to confirm a transaction: the one took off a sandal and gave it to the other; this was the
manner of attesting in Israel. # So when the next-of-kin said to Boaz, “Acquire it for yourself,”
he took off his sandal. ° Then Boaz said to the elders and all the people, “You are witnesses
today that | have acquired from the hand of Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and all that
belonged to Chilion and Mahlon. I have also acquired Ruth the Moabite, the wife of Mahlon,
to be my wife, to maintain the dead man’s name on his inheritance, in order that the name of
the dead may not be cut off from his kindred and from the gate of his native place; today you
are witnesses.” "' Then all the people who were at the gate, along with the elders, said, “We are
witnesses. May the LORD make the woman who is coming into your house like Rachel and Leah,
who together built up the house of Israel. May you produce children in Ephrathah and bestow a
name in Bethlehem; '?and, through the children that the LORD will give you by this young
woman, may your house be like the house of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah.”

13S0 Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. When they came together, the LORD made
her conceive, and she bore a son. *Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the LORD, who
has not left you this day without next-of-kin, and may his name be renowned in Israel! "> He
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shall be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age, for your daughter-in-law who
loves you, who is more to you than seven sons, has borne him.” '* Then Naomi took the child
and laid him in her bosom and became his nurse. '" The women of the neighborhood gave him
a name, saying, “A son has been born to Naomi.” They named him Obed; he became the father
of Jesse, the father of David.

8 Now these are the descendants of Perez: Perez became the father of Hezron, ' Hezron of
Ram, Ram of Amminadab, 2 Amminadab of Nahshon, Nahshon of Salmon, 2! Salmon of Boaz,
Boaz of Obed, #?Obed of Jesse, and Jesse of David.

REFLECTIONS “Redemption and New Life” Rev. Becky Kindig

We Respond to the Word
*SONG OF RESPONSE  “Hymn of Promise” (see page 7)

WE SAY WHAT WE BELIEVE (together) from “A Brief Statement of Faith,” PC(USA), 1983
In life and in death we belong to God.

Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel,
whom alone we worship and we serve.

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks
and to live holy and joyful lives,
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,
praying, Come, Lord Jesus!

With believers in every time and place,
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen!

We Offer Ourselves and Our Gifts to God

CALLTO OFFERING
You are invited to support the ministry of this congregation through online giving
at upcbgm.org/give, or by sending a check to the church office or putting
a donation in one of the collection boxes or offering plates by the door.

OFFERING OF MusIC “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
Aimée Backus, Ernest Backus, Andrea Gilebarto, Austin Shadduck, vocals

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; there is no shadow of turning with thee.
Thou changest not; thy compassions they fail not. As thou hast been thou forever wilt be.
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Hymn of Promise
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1. In the bulb, there is a flow-er; in the seed, an ap-ple tree;
2. There's a song in ev-ery si-lence, seek-ing word and mel-o - dy;
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in our doubt there is be - liev-ing; in our life, e - ter - ni - ty;
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In the cold and snow of win-ter, there's a spring that waits to be,
From the past will come the fu-ture; what it holds, a mys-ter -y,
in our death, a res-ur - rec-tion; at the last, a vic - to - ry,
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un-re - vealed un-til its sea - son, some-thing God a-lone can see.
un-re - vealed un-til its sea - son, some-thing God a-lone can see.
un-re - vealed un-til its sea - son, some-thing God a-lone can see.

Words and Music: Natalie Sleeth (PROMISE), © 1986 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727560. All rights reserved.

Refrain: ~ Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! Morning by morning, new mercies | see.

All I have needed thy hand hath provided. Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
join with all nature in manifold witness to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. [Refrain]

Words: Thomas O. Chisholm. Music: William M. Runyan (FAITHFULNESS). Public Domain.



WE OFFER OUR PRAYERS (responsive)
As each petition is concluded, the prayer leader and congregation respond:
One: Lord, in your loving kindness,
All: hear our prayer.

PASTORAL PRAYER by Rev. Teri Peterson
O God, you have been our help in ages past,
and you are our hope for years to come.
We give you thanks for calling us together to worship,
and for hearing us when we pray.
Before the word is on our lips, you know the desires and cries of our hearts,
your healing balm covers our hurt, and your spirit of joy dances in our midst.
We celebrate together, rejoicing with those who rejoice,
for life and family, health and opportunity.
Help us to live in gratitude, recognizing all you have done for us.

And we lift up to you a world in need —

people in need of healing,

communities in need of comfort,

nations in need of guidance.

Where there is violence, give us courage to make peace.

Where there is fear, give us courage to stand with hope.

Where there is illness and disease, give us courage to reach out with healing hands.

Open our hearts, O God — break our hearts open for what breaks yours.
Pour in your hope, and then lead us into your world unafraid,

ready to stand with your people near and far,

as signs of your kingdom here on earth, among us and within us,

hope overflowing,

until all creation sings your grace.

We pray these and all things in the name of Jesus the Christ
who taught us when we pray to say:

THE LORD’S PRAYER (together)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen!

We Go Forth in Gratitude to Serve
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INVITATIONS




*SONG OF SENDING “The Summons”

Will You Come and Follow Me

The Summons
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1 “Will you come and fol - low me if I but call your name?
2 “Will you leave your-self be-hind if I but call your name?
3 “Will you let the blind-ed see if I but call your name?
4 Lord, your sum-mons ech - oes true when you but call my name.
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Will you go where you don’t know and nev - er be the  same?
Will you care for cruel and kind and nev - er be the  same?
Will you set the pris-oners free and nev - er be the  same?
Let me turn and fol - low you and nev -er be the  same.
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Will you let my love be shown; will you let my name be known;
Will you risk the hos - tile stare should your life at-tract or scare?
Will you kiss the lep - er clean, and do such as this un-seen,
In yourcom-pa-ny Ill go  where your love and foot-steps show.
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will you let my life be grown in you and you in  me?”
Will you let me an - swer prayer in you and you in  me?”
and ad-mit to what I mean in you and you in  me?”
Thus Il move and live and grow in you and you in  me.

Words: John L. Bell. Music: KELVINGROVE, Scottish melody; arr. John L. Bell. © 1987 WGRG The lona
Community (admin. GIA Publications). All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE,
License #A-727560. All rights reserved.



WE BLESS EACH OTHER ON THE WAY (responsive) a Franciscan blessing
One: May God bless us with discomfort
at easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships,
so that we may live deeply within our hearts.
All: May God bless us with anger
at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people,
so that we may work for justice, freedom, and peace.
One: May God bless us with tears to shed
for those who suffer from pain, rejection, starvation, and war,
so that we may reach out our hands to comfort them
and turn their pain into joy.
All: May God bless us with enough foolishness
to believe that we can make a difference in this world,
so that we can do what others claim cannot be done.
One: And when we are deep in the earthy, messy thick of it,
All: may we remember to look up at the stars and wonder. Amen!

SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE
One: And now may the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God,
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you, now and always.
Peace be with you.
All: And also with you.
SENDING Music (together) “This Is Who We Are” (see page 11)

(Please exchange a greeting of peace with those around you as our worship concludes.)

After the service, everyone is invited to join us for a time of fellowship and refreshments.
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Tracy Keenan

This Is Who We Are

Tracy Keenan & Aisha Brooks-Lytle, arr. Ernest Backus
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Words: Tracy Keenan, © 2019. Music: Tracy Keenan and Aisha Brooks-Lytle, © 2019; arr. Ernest Backus.
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Children in Worship: “Let the little children come to me...” —Matthew 19:14

We are glad that your children are here today, and we hope that you know that they
are welcome and encouraged to be in worship with you. We truly believe that a
community of faith is made up of people of ALL ages. There is a PrayGround
space with coloring sheets and quiet toys in the front of the sanctuary to use
there or can be taken to another pew, if that suits your family’s needs.

There is also a nursery space at the end of the hall at the front of the sanctuary that is open for
use with a parent or guardian. It has a changing table, a rocking chair, and some toys appropriate for
age two and under. There is a speaker in the room so you can listen to the service. Please let us know

if you have questions.

COVER IMAGE: “Naomi, Ruth, and Obed” by Simeon Solomon. Public Domain, from the Jewish Women’s Archive, jwa.org.

PRAYER CREDITS: Call to Worship from re:Worship, re-worship.blogspot.com. Gathering Prayer by Thom Shuman, posted
on his Lectionary Liturgies blog, lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com. We Say What We Believe excerpted from “A Brief
Statement of Faith — Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)” (1983), The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Part I: The Book
of Confessions, 2016. Pastoral Prayer by Rev. Teri Peterson, the Presbyterian Church of Palatine, IL, from liturgylink.net.

SCRIPTURE TEXTS are reproduced from the New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. © 2021 National Council
of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

HYMNS are reproduced from Worship & Rejoice, © 2003 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727560. All rights reserved.

Pastors Rev. Kimberly P Chastain and Rev. Becky Kindig ~ Reader Lou McKeage
Musicians Aimée Backus, Music Coordinator; Ernest Backus, accompanist;
Austin Shadduck, United Ringers director; Andrea Gilebarto, Taylor Hagquist
Technicians Emily Hugenbruch, Matt Johnson, Scott Kindig, Sara Lieberman
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