Announcements August 30, 2026

THIS WEEK AT UPC:
[8/30] Coffee hour, 11:15am in the Sanctuary

Sanctuary undecorating: We will be taking down the rainbows in the sanctuary after
worship on Sunday, August 30, as LUMA will be having an event in our sanctuary and
needs time to prepare with clear sightlines. Anyone who would like to help take them
down is welcome! If children would like to help, there are things they can do on the
floor level, or they can help in the balcony if they have an adult helper to supervise.

[9/1] Community Meal, Tuesdays, 5—-6pm. Every week we offer a sit-down meal that is
free for anybody. Volunteers are needed; if you’d like to help with this mission, contact
Community Kitchen Coordinator Sherry Conklin: meal@upcbgm.org or 607-722-4219.

Benefit concert for the Overnight Center, 6pm at Union Presbyterian (see back page)

[9/3] Sewing Group, Wednesdays, 10am—1pm in the
Upper Lounge. The Sewing Group meets at the church
each week to craft quilts, mittens, hats, scarves, .
pillows, and more. At noon, those who can’t come in To dial as a phone call:
person are invited to “Zoom in” for their lunchtime (+.1) 646-558-8656
social hour. All are invited; bring a lunch and enjoy Meeting ID: 865 274 8433
the company.

Community Food & Hygiene Pantry, Wednesdays, 12—5pm. Volunteers help staff the
pantry on Wednesdays, and help is also needed when we get deliveries on Thursday &
Friday mornings. Contact Sherry to help: meal@upcbhgm.org or 607-722-4219.

To join UPC’s “Zoom Room”
online: upchgm.org/zoom

[9/3] Deacons meeting, 6pm

[9/4] Zoom Happy hour, Fridays, 5-6:30pm. Bring your own beverage and join the fun as
we catch up on the events of the week and share how we’re doing.

LOOKING AHEAD:
[9/6] Worship, 10am. Jonah, chapters 1 & 2. Note, no communion this week.

[9/11-12] LUMA Festival, 8:30pm-12:15am in downtown Binghamton. This year’s LUMA
will feature two exhibits in our sanctuary! Visit lumafestival.com for info & updates.

[9/13] Worship & communion, 10am. Jonah, chapters 3 & 4.
[9/14] Session meeting, 6pm

[9/16] UPC Choir rehearsals resume, 6:30—-7:30pm in the Music Room. The vocal choir
provides music for worship most every Sunday. We welcome new members any time,
and we would love to have your participation. It would be good to have you with us!
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https://zoom.us/j/8652748433

Get Involved! without any doubt, the ministry of our congregation depends largely
on the dedication and selfless contributions of volunteers — the incredible individuals
who give generously of their time, energy, and unique talents. Here are some ways you
can help us do Christ’s work in our community:

Community Meal & Pantry: Each Tuesday at 5pm, we offer a sit-down meal that is free
for anybody, serving about 200 meals each week. Volunteers are needed during the day
on Monday and Tuesday to help with food preparation, and on Tuesday evening to serve
the meal and clean up afterwards. On Wednesdays from noon to 5pm, we run a free food
pantry that also offers personal care & hygiene items when they’re available. Volunteers
help staff the pantry on Wednesdays, and help is also needed when we get deliveries on
Thursday & Friday mornings. Donations of nonperishable food and personal care items
are always welcome. Contact Kitchen Coordinator Sherry Conklin: meal@upcbgm.org.

Worship services: You may not have noticed how many people are involved in our Sunday
morning worship services, but most weeks there are at least a dozen of us: folks who
read prayers and scripture, welcome visitors, share musical talents, operate technology,
help serve communion, or contribute their ideas and support behind the scenes. If you’d
like to take part, contact Worship Team chair Suzie Raboy: sraboy54@stny.rr.com.

Music at UPC: Music is an important part of our coming
together. We are excited to make music with every resource
that we have, and to use a variety of styles, not all at once but
intermingled. What emerges is a vibrant worship service with
music that includes everyone who wishes to participate.

We invite instrumentalists and vocalists who’d like to
share their gifts to talk with any of our music leaders about
providing special music for worship — you can call the [
church office, email music@upcbgm.org, or speak with them i A
in person after worship. —
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Our ministry teams are always welcoming new team members. If you’d like to help with
or learn about the workings of the church, talk to one of the pastors or the elders on
Session: Campus Ministry, Pastor Becky bkindig@upcbgm.org; Card Committee,
Margaret Davis mdavis.margaret@gmail.com; Community Outreach, Pastor Kimberly
pastor@upcbgm.org or Sherry Conklin meal@upcbgm.org; Deacons, Matt Johnson,
mdjphd@gmail.com; Finance, Lou McKeage lmckeage@stny.rr.com; Hospitality, Sally
Hunt shunt1@stny.rr.com or Sherry Conklin meal@upcbgm.org; Personnel, Cindy Burger
csburger@frontiernet.net; Property, Pastor Becky bkindig@upcbgm.org; Sewing Group,
Cindy Burger csburger@frontiernet.net; Special Offerings, Judy Girdwood Westcott
girdwoodwestcott@hotmail.com.
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IT’S TIME TO REGISTER FOR SCAN QoD

Waiting, Witness, %
| [ and the Way of Christ

Reimagining the Church’s Calling

CONFERENCE
September 25-26
at the Presbyterian Church in Geneva JEef&:
24 Park Place, Geneva, NY 14456

$75 per person includes conference registration,

Friday dinner, Saturday lunch, and walking exhibit
from the Presbyterian Historical Society
REGISTRATION DUE BY FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11

for links and more info go to: susvalpresby.org/register

Learning, Fellowship, Music, & more! This event is for:

[ Congregation members concerned about the church’s future
Ruling Elders, Deacons, and committee members

B8 Commissioned Ruling Elders, Pastors, Ministers, and Lay Preachers

B Anybody looking to connect with fellow Presbyterians
and learn about God’s emerging future

presented by the Presbyteries of Cayuga-Syracuse, Genesee Valley,
Geneva, Susquehanna Valley, Utica, and Western New York

Imagine a family that has lived on the same farm for generations. The crops aren’t producing like they
once did, so they keep buying new equipment, new seed, and new techniques. Every year they work
harder, but they’re becoming more exhausted. Finally someone asks a different question: “What if we’ve
spent so much time trying to increase the harvest that we’ve forgotten to pay attention to the soil?”

Andrew Root believes that’s where many churches are today. We spend enormous energy trying

to grow the church, fix the church, or reinvent the church. Root asks us to stop for a moment and

pay attention to something deeper: Where is God already at work among us? Because the future
of the church depends less on finding a better strategy than on recognizing God’s presence.


https://pbygenval.wufoo.com/forms/rzj499r0psc429/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hyOhval5tgusJ4rNLa_F5yxLeYot-_aZ/view?usp=drive_link
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Practical Resources for Churches (prcli.org) offers resources on a variety
of topics including caring ministries, spiritual practices, small church life,
social justice, and environmental stewardship. Check out all they have to
offer and take advantage of the abundance of programs and information.
Upcoming webinars include:

o Jesus Was a Changemaker; Your Congregation Can Be Too — Tues. Sept. 1, 2—3pm:
In a complex, broken world, how can people of faith turn their beliefs into real,
loving, and impactful action? Join us to explore the practical ways in which Jesus
was the ultimate changemaker, positively impacting the individuals and
communities he encountered. We’ll cover 4 Principles of Changemaking, embodied
throughout the Gospels, that can empower and inspire your congregation to be
effective changemakers in their own community. You’ll see the actions of Jesus with
fresh eyes and leave with a clear vision of how to apply the changemaking principles
in your own life, church, and community. upcbgm.org/prc090126

e Grant Writing for Mission and Ministry — Thurs. Sept. 10, 2—3pm: Are you curious
about grant writing but don’t know where to start? Have a Big New Dream but don’t
know how to fund it? Is your community hungry to do more for your neighbors?
Come to a step-by-step workshop on assessing your grant-readiness, finding
available and applicable grants, and writing an actual proposal. This is an
interactive and transparent discussion on what works and what doesn’t for winning
faith-based grants! upchgm.org/prc091026

e Building a Digital Bridge — Thurs. Sept. 17, 2—3pm: With one in four Americans
regularly participating in online worship, churches face the vital task of
shepherding and nurturing these digital disciples. This engaging webinar offers
practical guidance on how to bridge the gap between in-person and online
experiences to cultivate meaningful faith formation. Participants will discover how
forward-thinking church leaders embrace online ministry as a fruitful, dynamic
expression of how God is at work today. upchgm.org/prc091726

o Not Just Sundays: Leading the Church in a Changed Culture — Tues. Oct. 20, 2—3pm:
The world has changed, and ministry has changed with it. Together, we’ll explore
the cultural shifts that have reshaped how people connect, belong, trust, and engage
with the Church, considering what these realities mean for preaching, discipleship,
and even reaching new audiences. Rather than longing for a return to the past,
you’ll be challenged to embrace a renewed vision of ministry that is responsive to
today’s culture while remaining deeply rooted in the gospel. upcbgm.org/prc102026

Other resources from PRC include:

o What’s Next: Timely resources and upcoming webinars. conta.cc/4gpUOl4 (8/25/26)

e Cultivate: Growing in Faith: Christian ed and faith formation resources, ideas, and
anecdotes for all ages of adults and children. August’s letter: bit.ly/45U1FOU
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S f Creati 6:
An Invitation to Step into CREATION
i, Tucs Sept. JUSTICE
free webinar, Tues. Sept. 1, 12pm
MINISTRIES

Care for God’s Planet and People.

This September, we’re
gathering with Christians
everywhere for the Season of
Creation, a movement centered on prayer, action, and care for our common home.

The season starts September 1st, the Day of Prayer for Creation, and ends October 4th,
the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of ecology beloved by many Christian
denominations.

This year’s theme is “Immersion in Living Waters.” We’re drawing on Ezekiel’s vision:
a river flowing from God’s sanctuary, bringing restoration, healing, and abundance to
all creation. Wherever the river flows, everything lives.

Right now, 1 in 4 people lack safe drinking water. Oceans are warming. Wetlands are
disappearing. But Ezekiel’s vision invites us to consider: What if we stepped into that
vision? What if we became protectors of living water in our own places (rivers, oceans,
wetlands, aquifers, etc.) that sustain our neighbors?

Join Creation Justice Ministries for a webinar to launch the Season of Creation with
special guest, Queen Quet, Chieftess and Head-of-State of the Gullah/Geechee Nation.

The Gullah/Geechee Nation exist from Jacksonville, NC to Jacksonville, FL. It
encompasses all of the Sea Islands and thirty to thirty-five miles inland to the St. John’s
River. Queen Quet was elected by the Gullah/Geechee Nation as the first ever Chieftess
and Head-Of-State in 2000 and is serving her third term. We are honored to have her
share about the Gullah/Geechee’s spiritual and cultural connection to water.

Join us September 1st at 12pm ET to celebrate the Season of Creation and learn together:
creationjustice.org/socwebinar.html.

This Season of Creation, we’re centering the voices of Indigenous peoples, coastal
communities, farmers, and others whose lives depend on living water. Because when we
protect waters, we protect the communities most impacted by extraction, pollution, and
climate change.

If you’re interested in learning other ways you can have a more impactful Season of
Creation, head over to our website creationjustice.org and explore other resources,
including our 2026 Season of Creation toolkit.



https://www.creationjustice.org/socwebinar.html
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Synod of the Northeast Innovation Lab Series: monthly webinars on Zoom
#1: What is innovation? What does it mean for ministry today? Tues. Sept. 15, 12—1pm

Designed for innovators, discerners, pastors, congregants, and §s

community partners who are excited by ministry possibilities! ‘\

Featuring guest speakers, grantees, and special guests each / l
(

month. Be inspired by real ministry innovation and practical
ideas you can adapt for your own community!

Register at upchgm.org/SNElab2609
More news from the Synod of the Northeast, including grants and

. . . . SYNOD OF THE NORTHEAST
scholarship opportunities, is at upchgm.org/SNEwh2608 Presbyterian Church (US.A)

Grants for Ministry: Where Generosity and Capacity Meet ggj The Center for
Wednesdays, Sept. 23 — Oct. 14, 12—1:30pm on Zoom .i Lifelon g Learnin g

When the cost of a ministry project you want to embark on COLUMBIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
exceeds your own resources, but you know others in the

wider community would be excited to see it succeed, you might have the right recipe
for proposing a grant from a foundation. Foundations have been entrusted with
resources from generous people who care about creating the kinds of change you can
make happen. In other words, you have the project and the capacity to see it through,;
they have the passion and the funding to help you realize it. But as sources of money,
grants do come with challenges. Learn whether grants are the right way to fund your
ministry project and how to write a persuasive proposal. There will be a homework
exercise each week as well as interactive work in class.

During the class, we will address the following topics using the strategies listed:

e What are the pros and cons of funding ministry with foundation grants? You will
complete a checklist to see if you are grant ready.

o What are grant makers looking for? You will pretend you are a funder and review a
sample proposal.

« What goes into writing a persuasive proposal? You will complete a few writing
exercises about your ministry.

o How do grant seekers find funders? You will search an online database for grant-
makers that might fund your project.

Facilitator: Barbara Blodgett is an educator, minister, and ethicist with several
decades of experience in theological education helping students, practitioners, and
other leaders achieve excellence and effectiveness. She believes that when the head
brings purpose, structure, and integrity, the heart can love and serve others well.

Schedule: Via Zoom on Wednesdays, 12—1:30pm (ET) on Sept. 23 & 30 and Oct. 7 & 14.
More info and registration at upchgm.org/cll260923.
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1-hour’ program featuring former students

Carol Bartlett
Donna Frye

Jean Henssler

Rev. Christian Huebner
Richard Hugunine
John Novak
Jon Riss

co-sponsored by:
The American Guild of Organists, Binghamton Chapter binghamtonago.org
The United Presbyterian Church of Binghamton upcbgm.org

This concert is free and open to the public with donations gratefully accepted.

Parking in rear of church, reserved for those with mobility challenges.



THE MADRIGAL CHOIR
OF BINGHAMTON

A CONCERT PERFORMED BY A SMALL GROUP OF SINGERS FROM THE CHOIR.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2026
6:00 PM

UNION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
200 EAST MAIN STREET
ENDICOTT, NY

COCOCOCOCO

ENTER VIA DOORS ON MAIN STREET

Join us for ice cream and
cupcakes following the

o otinance Free will offering to
benefit the Overnight
/Py Center at United
e = Preshyterian Church,
/) Binghamton

More news from around the presbytery and across the denomination
can be found at susvalpresby.org/thursday-thoughts
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