
 

 
 

Welcome to the Celebration! 
August 2, 2026  •  10:00am 

 

 

Today’s lesson is the first story of God making  

a new covenant with the people of Israel. In 

their wanderings, they have arrived at the holy 

mountain, called Mount Sinai, and God invites 

the people into a new relationship. We’re 

skipping most of the dramatic effects that 

accompany this story, but the essentials are 

here: God calls, the people respond, God gives 

the people the laws that we know as the Ten 

Commandments. 

 

 

We Gather as a Community of Faith 

 OPENING BELL   The bell tolls to center our hearts  

  and minds for worship. 

 

 

 GATHERING MUSIC   “Every Time I Feel the Spirit” UPC Choir 
 

 Refrain: Every time I feel the Spirit moving in my heart, I will pray; 

    yes, every time I feel the Spirit moving in my heart, I will pray. 
 

 Upon the mountain, my Lord spoke: out of his mouth came fire and smoke. 

 Looked all around me, it looked so fine, ’til I asked my Lord if all was mine. [Refrain] 
 

 Jordan River is chilly and cold; it chills the body but not the soul. 

 There ain’t but one train upon this track; it runs to heaven and right back. [Refrain, twice] 
 

  Words and Music: African-American spiritual; arr. William L. Dawson, © 1946, ren. 1973. All rights reserved. 

 

 
  Our worship service is livestreaming on our YouTube Channel: youtube.com/@UPCBinghamton 

Join via phone call on Zoom: (+1) 646-558-8656, Meeting ID 865 274 8433 

mailto:youtube.com/@UPCBinghamton


 

 * = Please rise in body or in spirit. 
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 WORDS OF WELCOME 
 

 CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) Psalm 19:7–9 

 One: The law of the LORD is perfect, 

 reviving the soul; 

 All: the decrees of the LORD are sure, 

 making wise the simple; 

 One: the precepts of the LORD are right, 

 rejoicing the heart; 

 All: the commandment of the LORD is clear, 

 enlightening the eyes; 

 One: the fear of the LORD is pure, 

 enduring forever; 

 All: the ordinances of the LORD are true 

 and righteous altogether. 

 One: Let us worship God, who has blessed us with his covenant. 
 

*SONG OF GATHERING   “Blessed Be the God of Israel” verses 1 & 3 (see page 3) 
 

 GATHERING PRAYER (together) by Katie Cook 

Holy God, we come together to worship, 

a people who would like to think that we love you 

 with all our hearts and souls, 

 with all our might,  

but there are so many other things in our lives    

that clamor for our attention 

that we often relegate you to Sundays 

and times when we want you to rescue us. 
 

Most of us really do want you to be the one 

in whom we live and move and have our being. 

We really do want to hear your voice 

above all of the other voices in our lives. 

But we get bogged down in the daily routine. 

We forget who we are. 

We forget who you are. 
 

So here we are, standing before you today, 

with our human foibles 

and our short attention spans, 

asking that you would make yourself known to us, 
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Words: Michael Perry, © 1973 Jubilate Hymns (admin. Hope Publishing Company). Music: Hal H. Hopson (MERLE’S TUNE), © 1983 Hope 

Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727560. All rights reserved. 

 

 

that you would help us to recognize 

the presence of the Holy, 

that you would continue to challenge us, 

inspire us, 

and make us into the people you want us to be. Amen! 
 

 TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART 

 

We Gather at the Lord’s Table, Where All Are Welcome 

 INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The bread and the fruit of the vine we share 

join us to the people throughout history and across the world 

who have come to this meal in search of life. 
 



- 4 - 

This bread and this cup are for everyone: 

 for the hungry; 

 for the lost; 

 for those who search 

 and those who are found; 

 for those who question 

 and those who know peace; 

this is bread and drink for everyone. 
 

When we share with each other, 

we find ourselves connected to 

 the story of exodus and exile, 

 the story of redemption and restoration, 

 the story of God’s amazing love made known to us in covenant and cross, 

  in resurrection and new beginnings. 

Wherever you are on this journey of life,  

you are welcome here,  

here in this place, here in this community, here at this table.  

Come, children of God, come and remember with us. 
 

 WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

We remember the witness of Jesus to challenge the empires of the world,  

to stop at nothing to declare God’s love for all people. 
 

We remember how the world responded to Jesus’s ministry and teaching, by killing him.  

And we remember God’s bold challenge to the world in bringing Jesus back to life.  

And because of all this, we dare to remember the night when Christ was betrayed. 
 

Gathered at table with his closest followers, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it,  

and gave it to the disciples, saying, “Take this. Eat this. It is my body, given for you.  

Do this — and remember me.” 
 

After supper he took a cup, gave thanks, and offered it also, saying, “This is the cup of a new 

and everlasting covenant, poured out willingly and lovingly. Drink this — and remember me.” 
 

And so we remember, and we reconnect with one another in this season,  

and as we invite Christ anew into our hearts, so we rededicate ourselves  

to proclaiming in word and deed Christ’s realm. Amen! 
 

 PRAYER OF CONSECRATION (together) 

Holy God, we praise you. 

Let the heavens be joyful, 

and the earth be glad. 

We bless you for creating the whole world, 

for your promises to your people, 

and for the life we know in Jesus Christ your son. 
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Born of Mary, he shares our life. 

Eating with sinners, he welcomes us. 

Leading his followers, he guides us. 

Dying on the cross, he loves us. 

Risen from the dead, he gives new life. 
 

We pray, God of love, that you will 

send your Holy Spirit upon us and what we do here: 

that we and these signs, touched by your Spirit, 

may be signs of life and love to each other 

and to all the world.   
 

This we pray in the name of the one who taught us when we pray together to say, 
 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER (together) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen! 
 

 SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS (responsive) 

If your elements of Communion are with you at home, rest your hands lightly upon them. If you 

are here in person and they are in the front of the sanctuary, open your hands to be sacramental, 

filled with the power to change your heart and the world. We ask God’s grace on us and on all 

those who are in our prayers this morning, and God’s blessing on our elements and our hands. 
 

 One: We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world. 

 All: God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life. 

 One: We are welcome to this gift of God, the cup of blessing. 

 All: God’s love is poured out with love and abundance. 
 

 COMMUNION MUSIC (together)   “Eat This Bread” (see page 6) 
Taylor Hagquist, vocals; Andy Chadwick, piano 

This morning, we will partake of each element as we receive them. All are invited to join  

in singing the Refrain of the meditative music during communion. Feel free to drop out of  

singing while you are taking the elements and join back in when you’re ready to do so. 
 

 PRAYER AFTER THE MEAL (together) based on Psalm 36:5–10 

How precious is your unfailing love, O God! 

All humanity finds rest in your presence. 

We eat and are satisfied at your table; 

we drink from the river of your overflowing kindness. 

For you alone can quench our thirst; 

you alone can open our eyes and awaken our souls. (continued on page 6) 
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 Verses: I am the bread of life, the true bread sent from the Father. 
 

   Your ancestors ate manna in the desert, but this is the bread come down from heaven. 
 

   Eat my flesh and drink my blood, and I will raise you up on the last day. 
 

   Anyone who eats this bread will live forever. 
 

   If you believe and eat this bread, you will have eternal life. 
 

 Words: Robert Batastini and the Taizé Community. Music: Jacques Berthier. © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé (admin. GIA  

 Publications). All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727560. All rights reserved. 

 

 

May your love continue to grow deeply in the lives of all who know you. 

May your salvation come to all who follow in your paths. Amen. 

 

We Tell and Hear the Word 

 FOCUS LESSON   Exodus 19:1–8, 20:1–21, CEB 

19 1 On exactly the third-month anniversary of the Israelites’ leaving the land of Egypt, they 

came into the Sinai desert. 2 They traveled from Rephidim, came into the Sinai desert, and set 

up camp there. Israel camped there in front of the mountain  3 while Moses went up to God. 

Adonai called to him from the mountain, “This is what you should say to Jacob’s household and 

declare to the Israelites: 4 You saw what I did to the Egyptians, and how I lifted you up on 

eagles’ wings and brought you to me. 5 So now, if you faithfully obey me and stay true to my 

covenant, you will be my most precious possession out of all the peoples, since the whole 

earth belongs to me. 6 You will be a kingdom of priests for me and a holy nation. These are the 

words you should say to the Israelites.” 

Refrain 
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 7 So Moses came down, called together the people’s elders, and set before them all these 

words that Adonai had commanded him. 8 The people all responded with one voice: “Everything 

that Adonai has said we will do.” Moses reported to Adonai what the people said. 
 

20 1 Then God spoke all these words: 

 2 I am Adonai your God who brought you out of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 

 3 You must have no other gods before me. 

 4 Do not make an idol for yourself — no form whatsoever — of anything in the sky above 

or on the earth below or in the waters under the earth. 5 Do not bow down to them or 

worship them, because I, Adonai your God, am a passionate God. I punish children for their 

parents’ sins even to the third and fourth generations of those who hate me. 6 But I am loyal 

and gracious to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my 

commandments. 

 7 Do not use Adonai your God’s name as if it were of no significance; Adonai won’t 

forgive anyone who uses his name that way. 

 8 Remember the Sabbath day and treat it as holy. 9 Six days you may work and do all your 

tasks, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to Adonai your God. Do not do any work on it — 

not you, your sons or daughters, your male or female servants, your animals, or the 

immigrant who is living with you. 11 Because Adonai made the heavens and the earth, the 

sea, and everything that is in them in six days, but rested on the seventh day. That is why 

Adonai blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 

 12 Honor your father and your mother so that your life will be long on the fertile land 

that Adonai your God is giving you. 

 13 Do not kill. 

 14 Do not commit adultery. 

 15 Do not steal. 

 16 Do not testify falsely against your neighbor. 

 17 Do not desire and try to take your neighbor’s house. Do not desire and try to take your 

neighbor’s wife, male or female servant, ox, donkey, or anything else that belongs to your 

neighbor. 

 18 When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the horn, and the 

mountain smoking, the people shook with fear and stood at a distance. 19 They said to Moses, 

“You speak to us, and we’ll listen. But don’t let God speak to us, or we’ll die.” 

 20 Moses said to the people, “Don’t be afraid, because God has come only to test you and to 

make sure you are always in awe of God so that you don’t sin.” 21 The people stood at a distance 

while Moses approached the thick darkness in which God was present. 

 

 REFLECTIONS   “The Covenant at Mount Sinai” Rev. Kimberly P Chastain 

 

We Respond to the Word 

*SONG OF RESPONSE   “Deep in the Shadows of the Past” (see page 8) 
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Words: Brian Wren (rev. 1994), © 1975, 1995 Hope Publishing Company. Music: Annabeth McClelland Gay 

(SHEPHERDS’ PIPES), © 1958, ren. 1986 The Pilgrim Press. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under 

ONE LICENSE, License #A-727560. All rights reserved. 
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 WE SAY WHAT WE BELIEVE (together) from “A Brief Statement of Faith,” PC(USA), 1991 

In life and in death we belong to God. 
 

Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

  the love of God, 

   and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 

 we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, 

  whom alone we worship and we serve. 
 

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 

 we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks  

  and to live holy and joyful lives, 

 even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, 

  praying, Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

With believers in every time and place, 

 we rejoice that nothing in life or in death  

 can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen! 

 

We Offer Ourselves and Our Gifts to God 

 CALL TO OFFERING 

You are invited to support the ministry of this congregation through online giving  

at upcbgm.org/give, or by sending a check to the church office or putting  

a donation in one of the collection boxes or offering plates by the door.  
 

 OFFERING OF MUSIC   “Seek Ye First” 
Aimée Backus, Taylor Hagquist, Austin Shadduck, Phil Westcott, vocals; Andy Chadwick, piano 

 

 Seek ye first the kingdom of God and its righteousness,  

and all these things shall be added unto you; Allelu, alleluia! 
 

 Ask, and it shall be given unto you, seek and ye shall find,  

knock, and the door shall be opened unto you; Allelu, alleluia! 
 

  Words and Music: Karen Lafferty (para. Matthew 6:33, 7:7), © 1972 Maranatha! Music (admin. The Copyright Company).  

  All rights reserved. 

 

 OFFERING OF PRAYER (together) 

Loving God, we know that ministry is not a service we receive at church  

so much as it is a life-giving work you call us to do with others.  

Use our gifts and our talents, blended with the gifts and talents of others around  

the world, to make a difference in our lives and the lives of others. Amen! 

 

We Go Forth in Gratitude to Serve 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INVITATIONS 

 

https://upcbgm.org/give
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*SONG OF SENDING   “Light Dawns on a Weary World” (see page 11) 

 

 WE BLESS EACH OTHER ON THE WAY (responsive) a Franciscan blessing 

 One: May God bless us with discomfort  

  at easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships,  

  so that we may live deeply within our hearts. 

 All: May God bless us with anger  

  at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people,  

  so that we may work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

 One: May God bless us with tears to shed  

  for those who suffer from pain, rejection, starvation, and war,  

  so that we may reach out our hands to comfort them  

  and turn their pain into joy. 

 All: May God bless us with enough foolishness  

  to believe that we can make a difference in this world,  

  so that we can do what others claim cannot be done. 

 One: And when we are deep in the earthy, messy thick of it, 

 All: may we remember to look up at the stars and wonder. Amen! 

 

 SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 

 One: And may the peace that passes all understanding 

  keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God 

  and of God’s son, Jesus Christ, 

  and may the blessing of God almighty, 

  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

  be with you this day and always. 

  Peace be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

 

 SENDING MUSIC (together)   “Light Dawns on a Weary World” refrain (see page 11) 

 

 (Please exchange a greeting of peace with those around you as our worship concludes.) 

 

 

 

 

 

After the service, everyone is invited to join us for a time of  fellowship and refreshments.  
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Words: Mary Louise Bringle, © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. Music: William P. Rowan (TEMPLE OF PEACE), 

© 2000 (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.). All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-727560. All rights reserved. 



 

Gathering at the Lord’s Table — Our Communion Elements:  

We are celebrating communion during today’s worship service. Our communion 

bread is gluten-free, and our shared cup is cherry juice, so that all may partake  

of the same elements during our communion. Please speak to one of the 

technicians at the back of the sanctuary if this creates any difficulties for you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER CREDITS: We Say What We Believe excerpted from “A Brief Statement of Faith”, PC(USA), 1991. 

 

SCRIPTURE TEXTS are reproduced from the Common English Bible, © 2011. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 

HYMNS are reproduced from Worship & Rejoice, © 2003 Hope Publishing Company, and from Glory to God:  

Hymns, Psalms, & Spiritual Songs, © 2013 Westminster John Knox Press. All rights reserved.  

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727560. All rights reserved. 
 

Pastors  Rev. Kimberly P Chastain and Rev. Becky Kindig  ~  Reader  Cindy Burger   

Musicians  Aimée Backus, Music Coordinator; Andy Chadwick, accompanist; Austin Shadduck,  

United Ringers director; Andrea Gilebarto, Taylor Hagquist, Phil Westcott, and the UPC Choir 

Technicians  Chris Burger, Emily Hugenbruch, Matt Johnson, Scott Kindig, Sara Lieberman 

Children in Worship: “Let the little children come to me…” —Matthew 19:14 

We are glad that your children are here today, and we hope that you know that  

they are welcome and encouraged to be in worship with you. We truly believe  

that a community of faith is made up of people of ALL ages. There is a  

PrayGround space with coloring sheets and quiet toys in the front of the  

sanctuary to use there or can be taken to another pew, if that suits your  

family’s needs.  

     There is also a nursery space at the end of the hall at the front of the sanctuary that is open 

for use with a parent or guardian. It has a changing table, a rocking chair, and some toys 

appropriate for age two and under. There is a speaker in the room so you can listen to the 

service. Please let us know if you have questions. 


