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Welcome to the Celebration!
July 5,2026 * 10:00am

One of the reasons that the Hebrew people spent long years in the wilderness was to learn how
to live together, in the tension of freedom and responsibility. Today’s text is one of the places
where God instructs the people to care for each other, and remember that everything they have,
as individuals and as a community, was created and shaped by someone else. As we remember
the semiquincentennial of the Declaration of Independence, we are reminded that our God is
the God of justice, who cares for the immigrant, the sojourner, the lost and the lonely.

We Gather as a Community of Faith

OPENING BELL The bell tolls to center our hearts and minds for worship.

GATHERING MusIC “Shenandoah” Aimée Backus, flute; Austin Shadduck, shakuhachi

Music: American folk song, 19th c.; arr. Daniel Dorff. © 2017 Theodore Presser. All rights reserved.
WORDS OF WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)

One: Calling all citizens of heaven — exiled dreamers and disciples of love:
All: God is close to the outcast and faithful to all.

One: Calling all pilgrims of the Spirit, carried by the winds of hope:
All: God is everywhere at all times, compassionate to all.

One: Calling all travelers between worlds, who translate compassion into peace:
All: God makes neighbors of strangers and family of the forgotten.

One: Come to worship and be renewed for this long journey.
All: Strangers in a strange land, we have come to worship the creator of all.

*SONG OF GATHERING “For Everyone Born” verses 1, 3, 5 (see page 3)

GATHERING PRAYER (together)
You are the Mother of exiles, O God. Extend your arms to all who are tired, who live with
poverty, the tempest-tossed, all who yearn to breathe free. Embrace people seeking refuge;
people who are incarcerated, detained, or disappeared; and neighbors fearing those they
once trusted. Give healing and hope to people in any oppression and need. Grant that as
your people, we may be channels of your grace to the world you love. Amen!

TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART

* = Please rise in body or in spirit.



For Everyone Born
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Words: Shirley Erena Murray. Music: Jane Marshall (TABLESONG). © 1998 (words), 1999 (music) Hope Publishing Company. All rights
reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727560. All rights reserved.



We Gather at the Lord’s Table, Where All Are Welcome

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The bread and the fruit of the vine we share
joins us to the people throughout history and across the world
who have come to this meal in search of life.

This bread and this cup are for everyone:
for the hungry,
for the lost,
for those who search,
and those who are found,
for those who question,
and those who know peace;
this is bread and drink for everyone.

When we share with each other,
we find ourselves connected to
the story of exodus and exile,
the story of redemption and restoration,
the story of God’s amazing love made known to us in covenant and cross,
in resurrection and new beginnings.

Wherever you are on this journey of life,

you are welcome here,

here in this place, here in this community, here at this table.
Come, children of God, come and remember with us.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
We remember the witness of Jesus to challenge the empires of the world, to stop at nothing to
declare God'’s love for all people.

We remember how the world responded to Jesus’s ministry and teaching, by killing him. And
we remember God’s bold challenge to the world in bringing Jesus back to life. And because of
all this, we dare to remember the night when Christ was betrayed.

Gathered at table with his closest followers, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it
to the disciples, saying, “Take this. Eat this. It is my body, given for you. Do this — and
remember me.”

After supper he took a cup, gave thanks, and offered it also, saying, “This is the cup of a new
and everlasting covenant, poured out willingly and lovingly. Drink this — and remember me.”

And so we remember, and we reconnect with one another in this season, and as we invite
Christ anew into our hearts, so we rededicate ourselves to proclaiming in word and deed
Christ’s realm. Amen!



PRAYER OF CONSECRATION (together)
Holy God, we praise you.
Let the heavens be joyful,
and the earth be glad.
We bless you for creating the whole world,
for your promises to your people,
and for the life we know in Jesus Christ your son.
Born of Mary, he shares our life.
Eating with sinners, he welcomes us.
Leading his followers, he guides us.
Dying on the cross, he loves us.
Risen from the dead, he gives new life.

We pray, God of love, that you will

send your Holy Spirit upon us and what we do here:
that we and these signs, touched by your Spirit,
may be signs of life and love to each other

and to all the world.

This we pray in the name of the one who taught us when we pray together to say,

THE LORD’S PRAYER (together)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen!

WE SHARE THE FEAST (responsive)
If your elements of Communion are with you at home, rest your hands lightly upon them. If you
are here in person and they are in the front of the sanctuary, open your hands to be sacramental,
filled with the power to change your heart and the world. We ask God’s grace on us and on all
those who are in our prayers this morning, and God’s blessing on our elements and our hands.

One: We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world.

All: God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life.
One: We are welcome to this gift of God, the cup of blessing.

All: God’s love is poured out with love and abundance.

COMMUNION MusIC “Dona nobis pacem”
Aimée Backus, Taylor Hagquist, and Starletta Noll-Long, vocals

Dona nobis pacem. Dona nobis pacem. Give us peace. Give us peace.

Words: Traditional liturgical text. Music: Anonymous. Public Domain.



PRAYER AFTER THE MEAL (together) based on Psalm 36:5-10
How precious is your unfailing love, O God!

All humanity finds rest in your presence.

We eat and are satisfied at your table;

we drink from the river of your overflowing kindness.
For you alone can quench our thirst;

you alone can open our eyes and awaken our souls.

May your love continue to grow deeply in the lives of all who know you.
May your salvation come to all who follow in your paths. Amen.

We Tell and Hear the Word

Focus LESSON Deuteronomy 10:12-21, CEB

2Now in light of all that, Israel, what does Adonai your God ask of you? Only this: to revere
Adonai your God by walking in all his ways, by loving him, by serving Adonai your God with all
your heart and being, *and by keeping Adonai’s commandments and his regulations that I'm
commanding you right now. It’s for your own good!

4 Clearly, Adonai owns the sky, the highest heavens, the earth, and everything in it. "> But
Adonai adored your ancestors, loving them and choosing the descendants that followed them
— you! — from all other people. That’s how things still stand now. '®So circumcise your hearts
and stop being so stubborn, ' because Adonai your God is the God of all gods and Lord of all
lords, the great, mighty, and awesome God who doesn’t play favorites and doesn’t take bribes.
'8 He enacts justice for orphans and widows, and he loves immigrants, giving them food and
clothing. "® That means you must also love immigrants because you were immigrants in Egypt.
20 Revere Adonai your God, serve him, cling to him, swear by his name alone! ?' He is your
praise, and he is your God — the one who performed these great and awesome acts that you
witnessed with your very own eyes.

REFLECTIONS “Humility and Gratitude” Rev. Kimberly P Chastain

We Respond to the Word

*SONG OF RESPONSE  “This is My Song”
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Words: Lloyd Stone and Georgia Harkness, alt.,, © 1934, 1962, 1964 Lorenz Publishing Company. Music: Jean Sibelius (FINLANDIA);
arr. The Hymnal, © 1933, 1961 Presbyterian Board of Christian Education (admin. Westminster John Knox Press). All rights reserved.

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727560. All rights reserved.
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WE SAY WHAT WE BELIEVE (together) from “A Brief Statement of Faith,” PC(USA), 1991
In life and in death we belong to God.

Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel,
whom alone we worship and we serve.

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks
and to live holy and joyful lives,
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,
praying, Come, Lord Jesus!

With believers in every time and place,
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen!

We Offer Ourselves and Our Gifts to God

CALL TO OFFERING
You are invited to support the ministry of this congregation through online giving
at upcbgm.org/give, or by sending a check to the church office or putting
a donation in one of the collection boxes or offering plates by the door.

OFFERING OF MusIC “A Nation’s Hymn of Peace” Andy Chadwick, organ
Music: Franklin Ritter. © 1975 Lorenz Publishing Company. All rights reserved.

OFFERING OF PRAYER (together)
Loving God, we know that ministry is not a service we receive at church
so much as it is a life-giving work you call us to do with others.
Use our gifts and our talents, blended with the gifts and talents of others
around the world, to make a difference in our lives and the lives of others. Amen!

We Go Forth in Gratitude to Serve
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INVITATIONS

*SONG OF SENDING  “We Weep a River of Our Tears” (see page 9)


https://upcbgm.org/give

We Weep a River of Our Tears
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Words: Chris Shelton, © 2026 GIA Publications, Inc. Music: Samuel Augustus Ward (MATERNA). All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727560. All rights reserved.
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WE BLESS EACH OTHER ON THE WAY (responsive) a Franciscan blessing
One: May God bless us with discomfort
at easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships,
so that we may live deeply within our hearts.
All: May God bless us with anger
at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people,
so that we may work for justice, freedom, and peace.
One: May God bless us with tears to shed
for those who suffer from pain, rejection, starvation, and war,
so that we may reach out our hands to comfort them
and turn their pain into joy.
All: May God bless us with enough foolishness
to believe that we can make a difference in this world,
so that we can do what others claim cannot be done.
One: And when we are deep in the earthy, messy thick of it,
All: may we remember to look up at the stars and wonder. Amen!

SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE
One: And may the peace that passes all understanding

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God
and of God’s son, Jesus Christ,
and may the blessing of God almighty,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be with you this day and always.
Peace be with you.

All: And also with you.

SENDING MusiIC “Dona nobis pacem” Aimée Backus, flute; Andy Chadwick, organ

Music: Anonymous. Public Domain.

(Please exchange a greeting of peace with those around you as our worship concludes.)

After the service, everyone is invited to join us for a time of fellowship and refreshments.

-10 -



Get Involved! Without any doubt, the ministry of our congregation depends largely on the dedication
and selfless contributions of volunteers — the incredible individuals who give generously of their time,
energy, and unique talents. Here are some ways you can help us do Christ’s work in our community:

Community Meal & Pantry: Each Tuesday at 5pm, we offer a sit-down meal that is free for anybody,
serving about 160 meals a week. Volunteers are needed during the day on Monday and Tuesday to help
with food prep, and on Tuesday evening to serve the meal and clean up afterwards.

On Wednesdays from noon to 5pm, we run a free food pantry that also offers personal care & hygiene
items when they’re available. Volunteers help staff the pantry, and donations of non-perishable food
and personal care items are always welcome.

Contact Kitchen Coordinator Sherry Conklin for more info: meal@upcbgm.org

Overnight Center at UPC: Starting on July 1, we began operating the Overnight Center in partnership
with the Broome County Urban League. The Overnight Center is open 7 nights a week from 5:00pm to
9:00am. We continue to seek volunteers to serve as morning (6—9:30am) and evening (4:30-8pm)
support staff during the busyness of guest arrival, mealtimes, and departure. Volunteers are also needed
during daytime hours (flexible schedule) to help with the laundry. We're also inviting groups or
businesses to sign up to provide dinners on a one-time or periodic basis. Learn more on our website
upcbgm.org/overnight, or email overnight@upcbgm.org

Worship services: You may not have noticed how many people are involved in our Sunday morning
worship services, but most weeks there are at least a dozen of us, and often there are more than 20:
folks who read prayers and scripture, greet visitors, share musical talents, operate technology, set up
refreshments, help serve communion, or contribute their ideas and support behind the scenes. If you'd
like to take part, contact Worship Team chair Suzie Raboy: sraboy54@stny.rr.com

Music at UPC: Music is an important part of our coming together at
United Presbyterian Church. We are excited to make music with every
resource that we have, and to use a variety of styles, not all at once but
intermingled. What emerges is a vibrant worship service with music that
includes everyone who wishes to participate.

With summertime upon us, our choirs are taking a break until after
Labor Day. We invite instrumentalists and vocalists who'd like to share
their gifts to talk with any of our music leaders about providing special
music for worship — you can call the church office, email music@upcbgm
.org, or speak with them in person after worship.

Other ministries: Our ministry teams are always welcoming new team members. If you'd like to help
with or learn more about the workings of the church, talk to one of the pastors or the elders on Session:
Campus Ministry, Pastor Becky bkindig@upcbgm.org; Card Committee, Margaret Davis mdavis
.margaret@gmail.com; Community Outreach, Pastor Kimberly pastor@upcbgm.org or Sherry Conklin
meal@upcbgm.org; Deacons, Matt Johnson, mdjphd@gmail.com; Finance, Lou McKeage Imckeage@
stny.rr.com; Hospitality, Sally Hunt shuntl@stny.rr.com or Sherry Conklin meal@upcbgm.org;
Personnel, Cindy Burger csburger@frontiernet.net; Property, Pastor Becky bkindig@upcbgm.org;
Sewing Group, Cindy Burger csburger@frontiernet.net; Special Offerings, Judy Girdwood Westcott
girdwoodwestcott@hotmail.com.
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Gathering at the Lord’s Table — Our Communion Elements:

We are celebrating communion during today’s worship service. Our communion
bread is gluten-free, and our shared cup is cherry juice, so that all may partake
of the same elements during our communion. Please speak to one of the
technicians at the back of the sanctuary if this creates any difficulties for you.

Children in Worship: “Let the little children come to me...” —Matthew 19:14

We are glad that your children are here today, and we hope that you know that
they are welcome and encouraged to be in worship with you. We truly believe
that a community of faith is made up of people of ALL ages. There is a
PrayGround space with coloring sheets and quiet toys in the front of the
sanctuary to use there or can be taken to another pew, if that suits your
family’s needs.

There is also a nursery space at the end of the hall at the front of the sanctuary that is open
for use with a parent or guardian. It has a changing table, a rocking chair, and some toys
appropriate for age two and under. There is a speaker in the room so you can listen to the
service. Please let us know if you have questions.

IMAGE CREDIT: “Deuteronomy 10:19” (revised) from Bible Art, https://bible.art.
PRAYER CREDITS: We Say What We Believe excerpted from “A Brief Statement of Faith”, PC(USA), 1991.
SCRIPTURE TEXTS are reproduced from the Common English Bible, © 2011. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

HYMNS are reproduced from Worship & Rejoice, © 2003 Hope Publishing Company, and from Voices Together, © 2020 MennoMedia.
All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727560. All rights reserved.

Pastors Rev. Kimberly P Chastain and Rev. Becky Kindig ~ Reader Margaret Davis
Musicians Aimée Backus, Music Coordinator; Andy Chadwick, accompanist;
Austin Shadduck, United Ringers director; Taylor Hagquist, Starletta Noll-Long
Technicians Matt Johnson, Scott Kindig, Sara Lieberman, Lou McKeage
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