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Our worship service s are live streamed  on our YouTube channel : upcb gm.org/ youtube  
 

We are a place where everyone is welcome as we support one another  
to act justly, practice kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

 

 

New Things Are Happening!  
On July 1, UPC will take over the Overnight Center for a 3-month pilot program, using funds 
that the City voted to give us. We are hoping that by collaborating broadly with other 
agencies and congregations, we will be able to give people a safe place to sleep every night 
of the week. As I write this, we are finalizing a partnership with the Broome County Urban 
League, and they will handle staffing and payroll, leaving us to sort out the other things 
that go into the work.  

We are also preparing for some administrative changes for our mission programs. At the 
congregational meeting on June 21, we will ask the congregation to establish a board of 
deacons. This board will not function like a “traditional” board of deacons — instead, it 
will provide oversight to all of our mission programs, including those housed in the 
building. If the way be clear, we will also elect deacons to the new board, as well as electing 
the new session class. 

We’ll also be looking for a person with broad experience and great organizational skills 
to become the Facilities Supervisor, managing contracts, tracking room schedules, and  
keeping things moving smoothly. And finally, we hope to 
find and add to the staff a Mission Manager, who will work 
with the board of deacons to expand and enhance our 
mission relationships, including applying for grants and 
seeking funding opportunities to support our work. 

If you have any questions or suggestions, we’d be glad to 
hear your thoughts. 
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Pastor’ s Ponderings  
Greetings, friends! 

How often are you doing any self-care these days? There is a lot going on 
in the world and in our country and in our community lately. And it has been 
really important for us to plug in and know what is going on, stand up and 
resist some of the evil that is happening, be praying and working for better 
things, and walk with people who’ve been having hard times. But sometimes 
we can get so involved with doing good that we can forget to pull back every 
once in a while and check in with ourselves physically, mentally, and 
spiritually. Or sometimes we realize that we should be doing that, but maybe 
feel a little guilty for taking a break when so many people are hurting, so we 
just keep going. Many good people have this issue, and we need reminders to 
step back every once in a while and check in with ourselves. 

 

Becky Kindig,  
Associate Pastor 

So here is that reminder. Close your eyes, take a breath, and ask yourself, how are you 
doing? Take some time this week and check in with your body and mind and soul. What 
about yourself needs attending to? Maybe put some time on your calendar this week to 
have a date with yourself to take care of some of that. 

Many times we know how to care for our physical self. Rest, 
hydration, exercise, food, maybe going to the doctor to have that 
pain checked out or get that checkup you have been putting off. 
Many of these help our mental health as well, which is also 
important. Reducing stress, spending time with people you care 
about, and practicing mindfulness are also great for mental 
health. 

Then once some of your physical self-care needs have been 
tended to, check in with your soul. What have you done lately to 
nourish that? It isn’t enough to just come to church on Sunday, 
although it helps. But many people of all kinds of religions or no 
religion need to practice soul care, and there are many things  
you can do. What are things that foster a sense of awe and 
wonder for you? What are things that help you connect with the 
divine? For some people it is reading scripture, going to worship, 
taking some quiet time for prayer. But not everyone always connects that way. For some 
people it is being in nature, practicing gratitude, creating something like art, music, or 
food, working for justice, being part of something bigger than yourself, and doing things 
that bring joy.  

For me it is bird-watching. And with all the busyness 
going on, I realized last week that I hadn’t taken any time 
in weeks to watch birds, even though spring migration is in 
full force. I realized when I got my reminder of the Big Bird 
Count Day that Cornell puts out to ask people to go bird-
watching for at least 10 minutes on the Bird Count weekend 
and submit your count through the eBird app. I had so 
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many things that weekend that I kept trying to just stop for 10 
minutes and it was really hard. Finally at dinner time I saw an 
oriole out the window, grabbed my binoculars and went outside. I 
stayed out there for 20 minutes. My dinner was cold, but my 
spirit was refreshed.  

And now I have taken at least 10 minutes three times a week 
since then, and I am so much better able to deal with the stresses 
of the world when I force myself to get those 10 minutes. Because 

those 10 minutes reconnect me to the awe and wonder of how God created these beautiful 
creatures. The curiosity of how they flew all the way back from their wintering grounds in 
South America, being thankful for how I have been able to create a backyard that is 
welcoming to them with native plants that attract native bugs for them to eat or native 
flowers and berries to eat. And the realization that there is a whole natural world 
continuing to do its thing that I get to glimpse and be a part of. And all of it brings me 
incredible joy. 

Maybe it’s birds for you too. But maybe it is something different. If you don’t know what 
it is, find it. If you know what it is, make sure you are taking the time, because when your 
soul is good, we can hear God’s call to help in our corner of the world and we have the inner 
resources to join in.  

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Becky 
 

Music ian  Musing s 
UPC’s music ministry has been enjoying a 
wide variety of music this season, and we 
are so lucky to have such a wide variety of 
talent in our congregation. While we 
continue our search for a pianist/organist, 
Andy Chadwick and Nancy McNamara 
have been doing an outstanding job as our 
primary worship accompanists. We’ve also 
been joined by Bobby Pace and Cathy Murphy this spring. 

We enjoyed special music on Palm Sunday while we celebrated Jesus’s entrance into 
Jerusalem and remembered his Passion. Sara Lieberman and 
Phil Westcott played “Palms of Victory”; we marched to 
“Siyahamba: We Are Marching in the Light of God”; choir 
sang “Go to Dark Gethsemane”; and Star Noll-Long sang 
“Were You There”. 
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Our Maundy Thursday worship was 

greatly enhanced by the music provided by 
Margaret Davis, Lana Ogden, and Peggy 
Sniezek. Their beautiful recorder and violin 
music set a contemplative tone that helped 
enrich the message of this special service. 

This rainy Easter was made brighter by 
the joyful music made by all the musicians 
who participated in the service. Bell choir played 
“He is Risen, Alleluia”; choir sang “Sound the 
Trumpet” with Sara Lieberman playing the 
trumpet; and Andy Chadwick (piano) and Aimee 
Backus (flute) performed “Madrigal” by Philippe 
Gaubert. The dominant song for the day was “Jesus 
Christ is Risen Today!” 

Since Easter, we’ve been exploring lots of new 
vocal music, and have sung in styles from spirituals 
to Argentinian folk songs to traditional chorales. 

If you wish to join the music ministry at UPC, we are always 
welcoming new participants. During the school year, vocal 
choir meets on Wednesday evenings from 6:30 to 7:30 in the 
music room, and bell choir meets in the sanctuary on Sundays 
after worship from 11:30 to 12:30. No prior experience is 
necessary! But summer is upon us — the vocal choir’s last 
Sunday worship contribution for the season will be on June 14, 
and the bell choir’s last piece will be June 21 — so neither choir 
will be holding regular rehearsals again until after Labor Day. 

 

Our Church Family  

Join Us for Worship — in person,  
online, or over the phone  

We worship together on Sundays at 10:00am, 
both in person in the sanctuary and online. 
The service is livestreamed on our public 
YouTube Channel upcbgm.org/youtube , our 
Zoom room upcbgm.org/ zoom , and our website 
upcbgm.org , and is also accessible on YouTube 
any time. Those who can’t access the worship 
videos online can call in on the phone to listen 
live on Sunday mornings, using the Zoom 
information listed below. So if you are not 
ready or able to come “in person”, you are 
welcome to participate as you are able. 

https://upcbgm.org/youtube
https://upcbgm.org/zoom
https://upcbgm.org/worship-with-us
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Everyone is invited to join us as we pray, hear God’s word read and proclaimed, share our 
joys and concerns, and experience worshipful music. 

If you’re joining us in person, here’s what you need to know: 

▪ Printed worship guides are placed by each door for you to pick up on the way in, and the 
hymns are printed in the worship guide. 

▪ Offering plates are placed by the doors of the sanctuary, but we do not pass them during 
the offertory. You are invited and welcome to use our online giving portal upcbgm.org/give  
or to mail a check to the church. 

▪ Air filtration units are deployed throughout the sanctuary to enhance your safety. If you 
have any symptoms of a potentially contagious illness, we ask that you put on a mask to 
protect those in our congregation who have compromised immune systems. 

If you’re worshiping with us online, all of the hymn music and prayer words are shown on 
the screen, and live captioning is used for other parts of the service such as the sermon and the 
Prayers of the People. If you watch on a small screen and need the printed version of the 
worship guide, it is available for download from our website upcbgm.org  each week, or it can be 
mailed to you upon request if downloading & printing is not an option. 

To join the Zoom room online, go to upcbgm.org/zoom  
To call in: Dial 1-646-558-8656, then enter Meeting ID: 865 274 8433 # 

It would be good to have you with us. 

Children in Worship   “Let the little children come to me…” —Matthew 19:14 

We are glad to have children and families in the 
congregation, and we welcome and encourage them 
to be in worship with us. We truly believe that a 
community of faith is made up of people of ALL 
ages. There is a PrayGround space with coloring 
sheets and quiet toys in the front of the sanctuary, 
which can be used there or taken to another pew if 
that is more suitable to the family’s needs. Sunday 
school materials are mailed to our families once a 
month to do together at home. 

 

There is also a nursery space at the end of the hall at the front of the sanctuary that is open 
for use with a parent or guardian. It has a changing table, a rocking chair, and some toys 
appropriate for children ages two and under. There is a speaker in the room so you can listen 
to the service. Please let us know if you have questions. 

 Music at UPC  

Music is an important part of our coming together at United Presbyterian Church. We are 
excited to make music with every resource that we have, and to use a variety of styles — not all 
at once, but intermingled. What emerges is a vibrant worship service with music that includes 
everyone who wishes to participate. 

https://upcbgm.org/give
https://upcbgm.org/worship-with-us
https://upcbgm.org/zoom
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With summertime upon us, the choirs will be taking a break from mid-June until after Labor 

Day. We invite instrumentalists and vocalists who’d like to share their gifts to talk with any of 
our music leaders about providing special music for worship — you can call the church office, 
email music@upcbgm.org , or speak with them in person after worship. 

News from the Kitchen  

by Sherry Conklin, Community Kitchen Coordinator 
The Food Bank of the Southern Tier has published the statistics for Broome County and they 
are as follows: 

30,000 people are food insecure. This translates to 1 in 7 individuals, and 1 in 5 children are 
hungry. 6.9 million pounds of food was distributed in Broome County last year, with 3.8 million 
pounds coming from CHOW. 

I continue to get between 400 and 1,000 pounds of food from CHOW every week and get 
2,000 pounds from the Food Bank every other week. These orders will probably have to 
increase as we see an increase in need. Anyone that would like to help us put this food away 
each week is appreciated and needed. 

A couple of blessing stories to share: 

Sister Bridget takes care of about 20 to 30 families that need to be hidden. One Friday at her 
Bible study she sent out a request for a stroller and two car seats. I did not pass on her request, 
but the next Monday I came to work and found two car seats and a stroller in my office. I 
immediately called her and passed them on. 

At our emergency Code Blue shelter weekends, we served a gentleman suffering from severe 
frostbite. All of his fingers and toes were black. He was expecting to lose all his fingers and toes. 
He stopped at the pantry the other day and his hands looked so much better. It looks like he will 
only lose 5 fingertips to the first knuckle. As bad as that is, it is still a blessing to him to not lose 
all his fingers. Please pray that he gets permanent housing before this winter. 

A special thank you goes out to the Hillcrest/Nimmonsburg Rotary Club. They collected, 
assembled, and donated 100 hygiene bags to be shared at our pantry. 

We continue to serve about 20 new families in the pantry weekly in addition to our regular 
guests. 

Supporting Our Mission and Ministry  

Online Giving: We are able to receive tax-deductible contributions online through our website 
(upcbgm.org/give ). Contributions can be made by E-check or credit card, and can also be set up 
as a recurring gift. 

We encourage you to lift up in prayer how God will use you to bless UPC in fulfilling our 
mission to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. 

Planned Giving: Making a planned gift is not just for those who have wealth or special financial 
expertise but for anyone with a generous spirit who wants to designate their gifts while they 
are living. Whether it is a bequest through your will, naming the church as a beneficiary of a life 
insurance policy, a life income gift through a trust, or a designation of a portion of your 
retirement savings assets, your legacy gift can help ensure the continued vitality of UPC from 
one generation to the next. While a planned gift brings a sense of fulfillment to our own lives, it 

mailto:music@upcbgm.org
http://upcbgm.org/give
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may also provide financial benefits to the donor, including tax savings, reduced capital gains 
and estate taxes, and release from financial management. 

More information about planned giving, including sample bequest language for a will, can be 
found on our website at upcbgm.org/giving . 

Help Us Spread the Word! 
Beginning July 1, UPC and the 
Broome County Urban League 
will be partnering to operate the 
Overnight Center at UPC,  
7 nights a week. 

We are now actively recruiting 
volunteers to assist with various 
tasks, including: 

▪ meal preparation in UPC’s 
kitchen; 

▪ transport of prepared 
meals being donated by 
other organizations; 

▪ staff support during 
nightly client intake & 
dinner service, and during 
morning wake-up, 
breakfast service, & egress. 

Please share this info with 
anyone you know who may be 
interested in supporting the 
continuation of this service to our neighbors in need. 

Get Involved! Without any doubt, the ministry of our congregation depends largely on the 
dedication and selfless contributions of volunteers — the incredible individuals who give 
generously of their time, energy, and unique talents. Here are some ways you can help us do 
Christ’s work in our community: 

Community Meal & Pantry: Each Tuesday at 5pm, we offer a sit-down meal that is free for 
anybody, serving about 200 meals a week. Volunteers are needed during the day on Monday 
and Tuesday to help with food preparation, and on Tuesday evening to serve the meal and clean 
up afterwards. 

On Wednesdays from noon to 5pm, we run a free food pantry that also offers personal care & 
hygiene items when they’re available. Volunteers help staff the pantry, and donations of non-
perishable food and personal care items are always welcome. 

Contact Kitchen Coordinator Sherry Conklin for more info: meal@upcbgm.org  

Worship services: You may not have noticed how many people are involved in our Sunday 
morning worship services, but most weeks there are at least a dozen of us, and often there are 
more than 20: folks who read prayers and scripture, greet visitors, share musical talents, 

http://upcbgm.org/giving
mailto:meal@upcbgm.org
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operate technology, set up refreshments, help serve communion, or contribute their ideas and 
support behind the scenes. If you’d like to take part, contact Worship Team chair Suzie Raboy 
or the church office: office@upcbgm.org  

Other ministry teams: Our church teams are always welcoming new team members. If you’d 
like to help with or learn more about the workings of the church, talk to one of the pastors or 
the elders on Session: Campus Ministry, Pastor Becky bkindig@upcbgm.org ; Card Committee, 
Margaret Davis mdavis.margaret@gmail.com ; Community Outreach, Pastor Kimberly pastor@  

upcbgm.org  or Sherry Conklin meal@upcbgm.org ; Finance, Lou McKeage lmckeage@stny.rr.com ; 
Hospitality, Sally Hunt shunt1@stny.rr.com  or Sherry Conklin meal@upcbgm.org ; Personnel, 
Cindy Burger csburger@frontiernet.net ; Property, Pastor Becky bkindig@upcbgm.org ; Sewing 
Group, Cindy Burger csburger@frontiernet .net; Special Offerings, Judy Girdwood Westcott 
girdwoodwestcott@hotmail.com . 
 

Programs & Events  
UPC’s  “Zoom room”  

Modern technology is marvelous! Thanks to the Zoom meetings system, we can gather 
virtually even though we can’t be together in person. We’ve used our “Zoom room” for 
worship but also for prayer groups, book studies, hymn sings, and social times. 

You can join our meetings and worship services online via your computer, tablet, or mobile 
device by going to upcbgm.org/zoom . If you’ve never used Zoom before, you’ll be prompted to 
download the Zoom meetings app, which will ask for permission to use your microphone and 
your camera. We use our “Personal Meeting ID” for worship and most of our programs, so 
they’re always in the same familiar place. 

You can also call in over the phone, if you don’t have a microphone on your device or you 
can’t join online. To join as a phone call, dial 1-646-558-8656, then enter our Meeting ID: 865 
274 8433 # 

If you have questions or need help using Zoom, feel free to call the church office for 
assistance. 

Bible Study  

Mondays, 1–2pm, in the Zoom room 
We’ve been reading from Marcus Borg’s Evolution of the Word: The New 
Testament in the Order the Books Were Written. Everyone is welcome to join us 
on Zoom. 

The general format is to read the introductory material for each section, 
then to read through the Biblical texts and talk about what it meant for early 
Christians and what it might mean for us today. We try to discipline 
ourselves to keeping the conversation to an hour every week. 

UPC Sewing Group  

Wednesdays, 10am–1pm in the Upper Lounge, with Zoom lunch hour at 12pm 
Lobsters, Rocky Coastline, and UPC Quilts: As you may know, the Wednesday Sewing Group 
distributes handmade quilts, walker “carry bags”, scarves, hats, mittens, and blankets to 

mailto:office@upcbgm.org
mailto:bkindig@upcbgm.org
mailto:mdavis.margaret@gmail.com
mailto:pastor@%0bupcbgm.org
mailto:pastor@%0bupcbgm.org
mailto:meal@upcbgm.org
mailto:lmckeage@stny.rr.com
mailto:shunt1@stny.rr.com
mailto:meal@upcbgm.org
mailto:csburger@frontiernet.net
mailto:bkindig@upcbgm.org
mailto:csburger@frontiernet.net
mailto:girdwoodwestcott@hotmail.com
https://upcbgm.org/zoom
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Binghamton-area groups and organizations each December. What you may not know is that 
during the “off” season, the group is still spreading cheer, even as far away as the land of 
lobsters and L.L. Bean — the State of Maine. 

Over many years, UPC quilts have been given to Camp Sunshine, a special place in Casco, 
Maine, that provides year-round retreats for children with life-threatening illness and their 
families. The camp offers a supportive, fun, and safe environment with on-site medical and 
psychosocial support. It provides a place for hope, joy, and community, with a focus on 
recharging together. The programs are free for families and include activities for all ages, 
connecting those facing similar challenges. More than 60,000 children, siblings, parents, and 
caregivers from all 50 states and 27 countries have participated. 

UPC’s connection to Camp Sunshine was initiated 
by Sewing Group member Jean Hill, who knew Rich 
Wilson, a popular local singer with ties to Camp 
Sunshine. Because part of the Sewing Group’s mission 
is to spread warmth (literally and figuratively) to 
those needing comfort, a relationship with Camp 
Sunshine was established. 

The long-standing tradition of donating quilts 
continues, with thanks to Chris and Cindy Burger. 
Each year, when traveling to visit their daughter in 
Maine, they take quilts that are hand-delivered to 
Camp Sunshine. Just this month, Camp Sunshine 
received quilts that were much appreciated by staff, 
recipients, and their families. It’s refreshing to know 
that our outreach efforts go beyond the borders of 
Binghamton, Broome County, and even New York 
State. Lobster roll, anyone? 

If you’d like to join the Wednesday Sewing Group to 
enhance its mission, please contact the church office 

or one of the members of the group: Ellen Berti, Cindy Burger, Cindy Chadwick, Monserrate 
Deida-Rodriguez, Linda Fiaschi, Marilynn Guinane, Jean Hill, Sally Hunt, Sharon Landon, 
Betsy Perry, Nancy Walter, Alan, Anntanette, Pastor Becky and Pastor Kimberly. 

Zoom Happy hour  

Friday evenings, 5–6pm 
After more than six years of “Zooming” together, our weekly social-distance gathering is still 
going strong. Bring your own beverage, “Zoom in”, and join the fun as we catch up on the 
events of the week and share how we’re doing. It’s a great way to keep in touch with friends 
near and far. 
 

PC(USA)  News 
News from the Presbytery of Susquehanna Valley  

Our presbytery’s newsletter, “Thursday Thoughts” (susvalpresby.org/thursday  

-thoughts ), is published every week and includes announcements from our partner 

Pastors Kimberly and Becky  
bless quilts for distribution  

to Camp Sunshine in Maine. 

https://susvalpresby.org/thursday-thoughts
https://susvalpresby.org/thursday-thoughts
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congregations in the region, news from the PC(USA) denomination, and links to webinars & 
resources available to us through the presbytery. Thursday Thoughts often announces classes and 
retreats offered by churches, seminaries, and other agencies, some in person and others online. 

We are all invited to expand our understanding of the church and its mission through a broad 
variety of topics. Check it out, you might find something that sparks your interest. 

Register now for the Summer Institute of Theology  
at Hartwick College  

July 12 – 17, 2026 in Oneonta, New York 

Open to all for personal enrichment and continuing education. 
People of every faith (and those seeking) are welcome. 
Don’t be fooled by the name, SITHC  
is about so much more than just 
theology. This year’s program 
features daily worship and  
2½-hour classes, offered Monday 
through Friday mornings and 
Monday through Thursday 
afternoons & evenings. Seminar 
topics include: 

▪ Art & faith 
▪ Biblical studies 
▪ Church history 
▪ Interfaith & Ecumenism 
▪ Preaching & Practical ministry 
▪ Social justice & current events 
▪ Spirituality 
The 2026 faculty includes several ministers from our presbytery along with other clergy and 

laity from the Baptist, Episcopal, Latter-Day Saints, Lutheran, Orthodox Church in America, 
Presbyterian, and Roman Catholic faith traditions. 

There are several different options for attending SITHC — you can drop in for just one 
seminar or a few, you can choose overnight housing for just one night or more, or register as a 
Commuter or Resident for the entire week. 

Full schedule and online registration are at https://sithc.org  (register by July 1). 

Scholarships of up to 75% are available to members of PSV congregations; apply at 
susvalpresby.org/cclef -scholarship . 

For more information, contact info@sithc.org . 

Waiting, Witness, and the Way of Christ: Reimagining the Church’s Calling  

September 25–26 — Upstate NY Presbyteries learning event in Geneva, NY 
You won’t want to miss what’s coming to the Presbyterian Church in Geneva, NY: Six 
Presbyteries. Two days of learning, fellowship, music, and more! 

https://sithc.org/
https://susvalpresby.org/cclef-scholarship
mailto:info@sithc.org
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REGISTRATION & MORE INFO:  
susvalpresb y.org/re gister  

https://susvalpresby.org/register
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Keynote speaker Andrew Root, Luther Seminary professor and author of numerous books on 

ministry in a secular age, will bring insights on new approaches to being church in today’s 
tumultuous world. 

$75.00 per person includes conference registration, Friday dinner, Saturday lunch, and a 
walking exhibit by the Presbyterian Historical Society. 

Registration, conference schedule, and hotel information can be found at susvalpresby  

.org/register . 

A Church of Consolation: Proclaiming Good News in an Age of Despair — In an age of rising 
violence and overall divisiveness, how should we think about proclaiming Good News? Should 
we even think about Good News? Can we even use the words “good news” or “evangelism”, or 
do the practice at all in our times? In our times, people inherit a very disconnected and sad 
cultural milieu. One of the reasons so many individuals and institutions are so sad is because of 
how important happiness has become to us. We’ve asked happiness to be the measure of living 
a fulfilling life. But outside our own time, happiness has never carried this weight. Therefore, 
ironically, wanting to be so happy may be making us miserable and outraged. We’ll explore this 
phenomenon and respond by examining sharing good news as a theology of consolation. When 
happiness is our highest goal, we lose communities who grieve with us, walking the path of 
sorrow. Throughout the Christian tradition, in walking with others in sorrow the church has 
claimed to be taking both the form and action of Jesus Christ in the world. How can our 
ministries take this shape and do evangelism in this cadence? 

The Church in a Secular Age: Why Things Feel So Hard and Our Best Intentions May Hurt More 
Than Help — There is an oxymoron at the heart of our secular age. It appears that the more 
secular we become, the more spiritualities we get. We live in a world where religion  
is questioned, but everyone wants to be spiritual. Why? And what shape do these many, many 
spiritualities come in? We’ll explore these questions, using memoirs, mapping the many 
pathways of spirituality in our time. Are these pathways equal? We’ll explore the theological 
and practical implications to each of these spiritual pathways. In the end this presentation will 
help pastors, ministers, and other leaders navigate these many  

spiritualities, and discern the most nourishing spiritual options for those in their churches and 
communities. 

The Waiting Church — It feels like the church is in an unquestioned crisis. But what is the 
shape of this crisis? And have we misunderstood it? In this presentation we’ll explore an 
understanding of the church that avoids the temptation to busy ourselves with pursuits of 
relevance. Instead, we’ll think again about what kind of action can really address the crisis in 
which the church finds itself. The crisis may not be the loss of relevance and resources, but the 
very crisis of how to discern and following the living God. Inside this kind of crisis church must 
learn to wait. We’ll explore how waiting is faithful action. 

Presbytery of Susquehanna Valley Camperships  

supporting and enhancing kids’ Christian faith journeys 
The Presbytery of Susquehanna Valley’s campership program is open for 

applications beginning February 1. Campership funds are offered to all school-
age students (K–12th grade) and also to adults with developmental disabilities. 

https://susvalpresby.org/register
https://susvalpresby.org/register
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Camperships are provided to ALL families (regardless of family income) involved in 
churches in the presbytery, to promote Christian faith formation experiences for children and 
youth. They are an incentive, not a “financial aid” program. 

Camperships are available for Christian summer camp programs of any length up to one 
week long. This can be an overnight program, a day program, or a virtual program. The 
presbytery will pay up to 75% of the cost of a one-week program at a PC(USA) camp, to a 
maximum of $575 per camper. Lesser awards are offered for non-PC(USA) camps. For 
information and applications, visit susvalpresby.org/Camperships . 

Questions? Talk to (or email) Pastor Becky or Scott in the church office — they are both on 
the presbytery team that is responsible for the Campership program. 

Practical Resources for Churches  

Practical Resources for Churches (prcli.org ) is a resource that the Presbytery 
of Susquehanna Valley’s Commission on Christian Leadership Formation 
subscribes to so all congregations in our presbytery can access their 
programs. You’re encouraged to check out all they have to offer and take 
advantage of the abundance of programs and information. Many of their 
programs and webinars are available at no charge to you through our paid 
subscription, and most of their webinars are recorded and available for later viewing if you 
missed attending it live. 

They also have links to resources on a wide variety of topics including caring ministries, 
spiritual practices, small church life, social justice, and environmental stewardship. Other 
resources include: 
▪ What’s Next — A biweekly sharing of timely resources and upcoming webinars. The most 

recent What’s Next came in two pieces: conta.cc/3OB630x  and conta.cc/4wSbr0n  (5/26/26) 
▪ Just One More Page — A monthly book review blog. prcli.org/book -reviews . Recent additions 

to the blog include: 
▪ Bear Witness: The Pursuit of Justice in a Violent Land is an amazing tale of courage and 

persistence. Written by Ross Halperin and published by Liveright, an imprint of W.W. 
Norton & Company, the book tells the story of Kurt Ver Beek and Carlos Hernández, who 
live in a violent barrio in Honduras where gangs run rampant, largely ignored by the 
authorities, many of whom are corrupt… wwnorton.com/books/9781324090786  

▪ In the introduction to Delight in the Word Bible Stories Workbook, author Karen H. Gouede 
states that the workbook will nurture not only learners’ faith but also their reading and 
writing skills… https://author -page -kgou2720.replit.app/  

▪ Cultivate: growing in faith — Christian Education and faith formation resources, ideas, and 
anecdotes for adults, children, youth, families, and multigenerational ministry. The June 
2026 letter is at https://bit.ly/3Q9ydQG  

 

http://susvalpresby.org/Camperships
https://prcli.org/
http://conta.cc/3OB630x
http://conta.cc/4wSbr0n
https://prcli.org/book-reviews
https://wwnorton.com/books/9781324090786
https://author-page-kgou2720.replit.app/
https://bit.ly/3Q9ydQG
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 Joys and Concerns  
Expecting a Baby: Tom & Brittney Hunt (& sister 
Violet), baby due in July; CJ & Katie Hunt, baby due in 
September; Marissa & Chris, high-risk pregnancy, 
expecting twins; Andy & Rebecca, baby due in November 

Welcome to the World: Uma Singh, born 5/8/26 to Diana and Herman 

New Beginnings: Graduates; Deborah Jinhwa Lee, ordained to ministry in Bovina; Dolores, new 
apartment; the Overnight Center at UPC; Landons, new dog Nami; the Presbyteries of 
Susquehanna Valley and Cayuga-Syracuse as they continue on the path to merger; Morgan, 
starting pediatrics residency at Penn State 

General Assembly: For committees meeting remotely, that technology works right for 
everybody and that deliberations may be productive and collegial; for all who are gathering in 
Milwaukee for GA, that they may have safe & untroubled travels, nourishing meals, good 
health, and a fruitful assembly. 

For Healing: Shannan K., Dave R., Bill D., Vicki, Marianne, Ethel, Art, Margaret, Robin, 
Marilynn, Becky, Kathy P., Hajrah A., Peg C., Star, Lois C., Jerry S., Jackie W., Randy, Lou, Alan, 
Jeff, Rosemary, Pokey C., Kimberly, Emma K., Linda M., Deanna W., Andrea G. 

Undergoing tests: Denise Yull 

Gratitude: Cheryl, for healing 

Grieving: Friends & Family of: Freakii Belcher, Peter Bennedum, Tasha Love 

Living with Cancer: Martha, Molly, Leah, Suzy, Zeke, Pam, Joann, Danny, Charlie, Dave, 
Maureen, Dean, David, Ellen, Rico, Blanche, Al Benjamin, Blanche, Thalia, Tiffany, Gabrielle, 
Jackie, Michael L., Charlotte, Richard, Pat 

Ongoing: Bill, Darlene, Adam, Felix, Bob & Esther, George, Kate, Dick, Ann, Alice, Jessica, Dean, 
Nate M., Derek, Charlotte, Jean, Sara 

Other Concerns: We pray for 
▪ People of color living in fear of ICE 

▪ Homelessness in Binghamton 

▪ People with severe mental illness 

▪ People struggling with addictions 

▪ Ukraine & Russia 

▪ Iran, Lebanon, Palestine, & the Middle East 

▪ South Sudan 
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Recent & Upcoming Birthdays  
 

June 
5 Alex Westcott 
12 Jean Hill 

Sally Hunt 
Darlene Ward 

13 Madelyn Parsons 
14 Taylor Chadwick 

Jazmine Meade 
20 Sharon Landon 

Lou McKeage 
21 Marilynn Guinane 
22 Eleanor Hough 

Dylan Pelton 
23 Sara Lieberman 

Austin Shadduck 
25 Lucien Hough-Westcott 
26 Bill Donohue 
27 Jacalyn Westcott 

July 
1 Linda McDevitt 
9 Ramona Auchinachie 
11 Evan Kindig 
14 Sarah McCarville 
19 George Cummings 

Joyce Donohue  
21 Doug Jones 

Kayla Pelton 
22 Ann Garcia 
28 Cleo Pelton 
 
August 
1 James Favor 
4 Owen Westcott 
6 Mark Barnes 
10 Aimee Backus 

Judy Girdwood Westcott 
11 Holly Red Elk Pelton 
14 Linda Hessian  
15 Brian Hugenbruch 
23 Ed Hickey 
30 Cindy Burger 

Margaret Davis 



  

 
 

 

 Address Service Requested  
 

 

 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting  (Part Two)  

Sunday, June 21, after worship  

Our annual Congregational and Corporate Meeting (Part 2) will be on Sunday, June 21, 
immediately following the worship service. We will gather on this Sunday to conduct 
the ongoing business of the church for this year, knowing that the Lord of love and 
light goes with us every step of the way! Watch this year as we ready ourselves for new 
things to come — electing new leadership and considering how to go where God is 
calling.  

We will receive the team and project reports for the year, then constitute and elect a 
new Board to oversee our ministries of care for the community. And, as usual, we will 
elect the Session class of 2028 and the Nominating Committee for 2026–2027. 

This meeting will be hybrid, immediately following the worship service, in the 
sanctuary and in the Zoom room. It would be good to have you with us, either in 
person or online. 


