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Welcome to the Celebration!
February 1, 2026 + 10:00am

This week we are listening again to one of the Servant Songs in Second Isaiah. This servant will
be both a gentle leader of the people and a mighty warrior bringing justice, to the Hebrew
people in captivity, but also to the whole world. The chosen servant will not just passively
protect the marginalized. He will also intervene in the cases of those who are imprisoned, and
bring them out of dark pits, such that their eyes can finally see the light of day. The mission of
the chosen servant is, accordingly, twofold: 1) to establish an international justice training
academy for representatives of the nations who wish to come and learn the new song of
freedom, and 2) to actively intervene in the mistreatment of the lowly and poor.

We Gather as a Community of Faith

OPENING BELL The bell tolls to center our hearts and minds for worship.

GATHERING MusIC “The Church in the Wildwood” Sara Lieberman, trumpet; Phil Westcott, guitar
Music: William S. Pitts, 1857; arr. William Bay, 2017. All rights reserved.

WORDS OF WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)
One: When the world grows dark
and the advance of evil appears unstoppable,
All: may we continue to be guided
by the light of your love.

One: When society seems uncaring
and indifference predominates,
All: may we never lose sight
of your generous spirit.

One: When people cry out for justice
but self-interest prevails,
All: may we never lose the fire
of your holy anger.

One: When we know we must speak out
but our tongue seems to shrivel,
All: may we draw boldness from the truth
spoken by your prophets.

* = Please rise in body or in spirit.



One: When those we must confront are powerful
and our hearts grow fearful,
All: may we take strength from the knowledge
that you never leave us alone.

One: O God,
when the moment comes
and we must make our stand,
All: may it always be
at the center of your will.

*SONG OF GATHERING “A Place at the Table” verses 1, 3, 5 (see page 4)

GATHERING PRAYER (together)
We bless you, our God,
Mighty warrior,
Gentle caring mother.
You do not forget your children.

And you bless us

with your redeeming love,

with the vision of your kingdom,
shedding light in our darkness.

Bless us and disturb us, O God

with that vision of your kingdom,

and grant that we may find ourselves
strengthened, reassured, and renewed on hope,
so that we may truly serve you

according to your call.

Amen!

TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART

We Gather at the Lord’s Table, Where All Are Welcome

INVITATION adapted from a prayer by Cheryl Lawrie
It doesn’t matter whether or not you claim to have faith;
whether or not you are cynical or despairing,
hope-filled or hope-less:
what matters to God is simply that you are here.

The bread and the fruit of the vine we share
joins us to the people throughout history and across the world
who have come to this meal in search of life.
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A Place at the Table
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Words: Shirley Erena Murray. Music: Jane Marshall (TABLESONG). © 1998 (Words), 1999 (Music) Hope Publishing Company. All rights
reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727560. All rights reserved.
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And in our sharing, we find ourselves connected
to the story of exodus and exile,

the story of redemption and restoration,

the story of God’s amazing love,

made known to us in covenant and cross,

in resurrection and new beginnings.

Wherever you are on this journey of life,

you are welcome here,

here in this place, here in this community, here at this table.
Come, children of God, come and remember with us.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
We remember the witness of Jesus to challenge the empires of the world, to stop at nothing to
declare God’s love for all people.

We remember how the world responded to Jesus’s ministry and teaching, by killing him. And
we remember God’s bold challenge to the world in bringing Jesus back to life. And because of
all this, we dare to remember the night when Christ was betrayed.

Gathered at table with his closest followers, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it
to the disciples, saying, “Take this. Eat this. It is my body, given for you. Do this — and
remember me.”

After supper he took a cup, gave thanks, and offered it also, saying, “This is the cup of a new
and everlasting covenant, poured out willingly and lovingly. Drink this — and remember me.”

And so we remember, and we reconnect with one another in this season, and as we invite
Christ anew into our hearts, so we rededicate ourselves to proclaiming in word and deed
Christ’s realm. Amen!

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION (together)
Come, Creator God, you who brought forth life
from the earth in grain and grape,
and who brought forth life from the tomb
in our risen Savior.
Bless these gifts we bring to this table,
that as we share them we might know the presence of Christ
in our hearts and minds,
in our church and in the world,
and that we might be your people to take the Christ-light
into our community.
This we pray in the name of the one who taught us when we pray together to say,



THE LORD’S PRAYER (together)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen!

SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS (responsive)
If your elements of Communion are with you at home, rest your hands lightly upon them. If you
are here in person and they are in the front of the sanctuary, open your hands to be sacramental,
filled with the power to change your heart and the world. We ask God’s grace on us and on all
those who are in our prayers this morning, and God'’s blessing on our elements and our hands.

One: We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world.

All: God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life.
One: We are welcome to this gift of God, the cup of blessing.

All: God’s love is poured out with love and abundance.

COMMUNION Music “Table of Plenty” Taylor Hagquist, vocals; Phil Westcott, guitar

Refrain: ~ Come to the feast of heaven and earth! Come to the table of plenty!
God will provide for all that we need, here at the table of plenty.

O come and sit at my table where saints and sinner are friends.
| wait to welcome the lost and lonely to share the cup of love. [Refrain]

O come and eat without money; come to drink without price.
My feast of gladness will feed your spirit with faith and fullness of life. [Refrain]

My bread will ever sustain you through days of sorrow and woe.
My wine will flow like a sea of gladness to flood the depths of your soul. [Refrain]

Your fields will flower in fullness; your homes will flourish in peace.
For |, the giver of home and harvest, will send my rain on the soil. [Refrain]

Words and Music: Daniel L. Schutte, © 1992 (admin. New Dawn Music/OCP Publications). All rights reserved.

PRAYER AFTER THE MEAL (together)
Holy God,
you have fed us all
out of your own generous and gracious hands.
From them, we have received welcome,
nourishment, hope, and consolation.

May these things grow in us,
alongside the gift of faith,

so that we may plant their seeds
in the world around us.



Through the Holy Spirit,

guide us in the days ahead

to follow your light as you lead us

in your great and ongoing story

of resurrection, redemption, and restoration
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen!

We Tell and Hear the Word

Focus LESSON  /saiah 42:1-9, CEB
' But here is my servant, the one | uphold;
my chosen, who brings me delight.
I've put my spirit upon him;
he will bring justice to the nations.
He won’t cry out or shout aloud
or make his voice heard in public.
He won’t break a bruised reed;
he won’t extinguish a faint wick,
but he will surely bring justice.
He won’t be extinguished or broken
until he has established justice in the land.
The coastlands await his teaching.

> God the LORD says —
the one who created the heavens,
the one who stretched them out,
the one who spread out the earth and its offspring,
the one who gave breath to its people
and life to those who walk on it —
|, the LORD, have called you for a good reason.
| will grasp your hand and guard you,
and give you as a covenant to the people,
as a light to the nations,
to open blind eyes, to lead the prisoners from prison,
and those who sit in darkness from the dungeon.
8 | am the LORD;
that is my name;
| don’t hand out my glory to others
or my praise to idols.
The things announced in the past — look — they’ve already happened,
but I'm declaring new things.
Before they even appear,
| tell you about them.



REFLECTIONS Rev. Kimberly P Chastain

We Respond to the Word
*SONG OF RESPONSE  “Will You Let Me Be Your Servant” (see page 9)

WE SAY WHAT WE BELIEVE (together) by John Birch
You call us to service;
to be your eyes and ears,
hands and voice in this, your world.

To open our eyes not only

to the beauty and love which you create,

but the injustice,

hate and suffering that humankind generates.

To open our ears not only

to the chattering of this coming week,

but the searching,

fears and questioning of all whom we shall meet.

To open our hands not only

to those we choose our lives to share,

but in welcome,

love and fellowship to all who you draw near.

To open our mouths not only

to speak platitudes and simple words,
but the truths you lay upon our hearts.
Your Word for this, your world.

You call us to service,
to be your eyes and ears,
hands and voice in this, your world.

We Offer Ourselves and Our Gifts to God

CALLTO OFFERING
You are invited to support the ministry of this congregation through online giving
at upcbgm.org/give, or by sending a check to the church office or putting
a donation in one of the collection boxes or offering plates by the door.



https://upcbgm.org/give

Will You Let Me Be Your Servant
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Praythat [ might have the grace to let you be my ser-vant too.
we are here to help each oth-er walk the mile and bear the load.
| will hold my  hand out to you, speak the peaceyou long to hear.
| will share your  joy and sor-row till we've seen this jour-neythrough.
born of all we've known to - geth-er of Christ's love and ag - o - ny.

Words and Music: Richard Gillard. © 1977 Scripture In Song (a div. of Integrity Music). All rights reserved.

(repeat stanza 1)

OFFERING OF MusIC “Isaiah the Prophet Has Written of Old”

Starletta Noll-Long, vocals; Phil Westcott, guitar

Isaiah the prophet has written of old how God’s new creation shall come.

Instead of the thorn tree, the fir tree shall grow; the wolf shall lie down with the lamb.
The mountains and hills shall burst forth into song, the peoples be led forth in peace,
for the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of God as the waters cover the sea.

Yet nations still prey on the meek of the world, and conflict turns parent from child.
Your people despoil all the sweetness of earth; the briar and the thorn tree grow wild.
God, bring to fruition your will for the earth, that no one shall hurt or destroy,

that wisdom and justice shall reign in the land and your people shall go forth in joy.

Words: Joy F. Patterson, © 1982 The Hymn Society (admin. Hope Publishing Company). Music: SAMANTHRA, American folk
melody, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Alice Parker and Robert Shaw, © 1961 Lawson-Gould. All rights reserved.

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727560. All rights reserved.

OFFERING OF PRAYER (together)
Loving God, we know that ministry is not a service we receive at church
so much as it is a life-giving work you call us to do with others.
Use our gifts and our talents,
blended with the gifts and talents of others around the world,
to make a difference in our lives and the lives of others. Amen!
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We Go Forth in Gratitude to Serve
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INVITATIONS

*SONG OF SENDING “I Then Shall Live” (see page 11)

BLESSING adapted from a prayer by Rev. Brian Baker
The world is now too dangerous and too beautiful for anything but love.
May your eyes be so blessed that you see God in everyone.
Your ears, so you hear the cry of the poor.
May your hands be so blessed that everything you touch is a sacrament.
Your lips, so that you speak nothing but the truth in love.
May your feet be so blessed that you run to those who need you.
And may your heart be so opened, so set on fire,
that your love, your love, changes everything.

SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE
One: May the peace that passes all understanding

keep your hearts in the knowledge and love of God
and of God’s son, Jesus Christ,
and may the blessing of God almighty,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be with you this day and always.
Peace be with you!

All: And also with you.

SENDING MUSIC “You Servants of God” Sara Lieberman, trumpet

Music: William Croft (HANOVER). Public Domain.

(Please exchange a greeting of peace with those around you as our worship concludes.)

At the close of our worship this morning, the “Zoom room” will be opened in the sanctuary
for a hybrid congregational meeting. Members are invited to remain in the pews;
visitors are welcome to listen or to move to the lobby for a time of fellowship.

If you are worshiping with us via our YouTube livestream,
we invite you to join us on Zoom upcbgm.org/zoom for the meeting.
To dial in as a phone call: 646-558-8656, Meeting ID: 865 274 8433
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Words: Gloria Gaither, © 1981 Gaither Music Company (admin. Gaither Copyright Mgmt.). Music: Jean
Sibelius (FINLANDIA); arr. Hymnal 1933, © 1933, ren. 1961 Presbyterian Board of Education (admin.
Westminster John Knox Press). All rights reserved.
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The Annual Meeting Part 1 is scheduled for Sunday, February 1, following the worship service.

On Sunday, February 1, at 11:15am, we will gather to renew the covenant between the congregation
and the pastors, to receive the budget for 2026 and talk about the road ahead, and to consider all
that God has done for us.

This meeting will be hybrid, immediately following the worship service, in the sanctuary and in
the Zoom room upcbgm.org/zoom or via phone call (+1) 646-558-8656, Meeting ID 865 274 8433.
(Note that the meeting will NOT be streamed on YouTube.)

We renew the covenant between pastors and congregation every year by voting on their terms
of call. “Terms of call” is the PC(USA) language for what, in the business community, is called a
“compensation package”. Recognizing that God’s call to pastoral ministry is expressed in a three-
way covenant between the presbytery, the congregation, and the pastor, each year you are asked to
support the work of the pastors by agreeing to support them financially as well as through your
prayers and participation. After the congregation votes, the terms will be sent to the presbytery for
their approval.

PRAYER CREDITS: Invitation adapted from a prayer by Cheryl Lawrie, posted on Pilgrim Worship Resources,
pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au. Prayer After the Meal by Julia Seymour. We Say What We Believe
by John Birch, posted on Faith and Worship, faithandworship.com. Blessing adapted from a prayer
by Rev. Brian Baker, posted on deanbaker.org/2019/11/my-burning-man-blessing.html.

SCRIPTURE TEXTS are reproduced from the Common English Bible, © 2011. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

HYMNS are reproduced from Worship & Rejoice, © 2003 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727560. All rights reserved.

Pastors Rev. Kimberly P Chastain and Rev. Becky Kindig ~ Reader Margaret Davis
Musicians Aimée Backus, Music Coordinator; Phil Westcott, Kimberly Chastain, and Sara Lieberman,
accompanists; Austin Shadduck, United Ringers director; Taylor Hagquist, Robert Manners,
Starletta Noll-Long ~ Technicians Chris Burger, Emily Hugenbruch, Matt Johnson, Scott Kindig
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