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Welcome to the Celebration!
November 30, 2025 - 10:00am

This Advent, we are using curriculum from Illustrated Ministry called “From the Manger”.
“From the Manger” gathers around the birth story in Luke 2, embracing the playful symbolism
of a newborn Jesus being laid down to sleep in a feeding trough in a town called “House of
Bread.” Beginning Advent with the birth of Jesus may feel a bit unconventional. Still, we hope
this liturgical dissonance will invite you to reflect on the life-sustaining hope, peace, joy, and
love Jesus brings and notice how the baby born in a bread town continues to feed a hungry
world today.

For this first week of Advent, Pastor Becky will talk about the hope that grows from the story of
God coming to us and being born not in some palace to rule over us, but born in a manger to
nourish us and be with us, as Emmanuel.

We Gather as a Community of Faith
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OPENING BELL 7The bell tolls to center our hearts and minds for worship.

GATHERING MusIC “Still, Still, Still” Aimée Backus, flute; Andy Chadwick, piano

Still, still, still, he sleeps this night so chill! The Virgin’s tender arms enfolding,
warm and safe the Child are holding. Still, still, still, he sleeps this night so chill.

Sleep, sleep, sleep, he lies in slumber deep while angel hosts from heaven come winging,
sweetest songs of joy are singing. Sleep, sleep, sleep, he lies in slumber deep.

Words: Austrian carol; trans. George K. Evans, © 1963, 1980 Utryck (admin. Walton Music). Music: Austrian melody;
setting Roberta Rowland-Raybold, © 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

WORDS OF WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive) From the Manger
One: Sojourners of faith, today we begin the journey to Bethlehem, to the city called “House
of Bread.”

All: We take one step toward Christmas, the first step of many. Let this journey
transform us from beginning to end.
One: Whether your belly is full or empty, whether your heart is broken or whole, look toward
the manger, toward the stars over the city of David, and find hope. (continued )
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All: We look with hope because Christ is coming to fill hearts and satisfy bellies with

goodness and peace.
One: Come, let us worship as we journey to the House of Bread, where our Brother and
Friend will be born.

All: Glory to God, there is hope today. Let us worship!

*SONG OF GATHERING “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”
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ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING From the Manger

Person A: Along time ago, a baby was born in a town called “House of Bread.” His name was
Jesus. Mary, his mother, laid him in a feeding trough to rest. Soon, he would grow up
to be called the Bread of Life. He would fill their hungry bellies; then, he would feed
their hearts with love and truth.

Person B: Today, we light the candle of hope. Hope is believing things can get better with
compassion and imagination.

Person A: As we light this candle we are reminded that, from the manger, hope is growing...
growing to be God with us. His name is Jesus, the Bread of Life.

We Tell and Hear the Word
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TIME FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART

FOCUS LESSON  Luke 2:1-7, CEB
'In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered.
2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. * All went
to their own towns to be registered. *Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and
family of David. * He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was
expecting a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place in the guest room.

REFLECTIONS Rev. Becky Kindig

We Respond to the Word
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*SONG OF RESPONSE  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (see page 5)
WE SAY WHAT WE BELIEVE (fogether) by Rev. Stephen M. Fearing

We believe that God has come to us;
that God brought us into being,
that this God gave us breath and purpose,
that we have been blessed to be a blessing to others,
that we have fallen short of this commandment
but that God has nevertheless loved us despite our brokenness.  (continued on page 6)
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O Little Town of Bethlehem
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Words: Phillips Brooks. Music: Lewis H. Redner (ST. LOUIS). Public Domain.
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We believe that God is coming to us;
that God is not happy to leave us alone,
that this God will come to us as a particular human being,
that God will be made known to us in flesh and bone like ours,
that Mary will soon give birth and Joseph will soon clap his hands in joy,
that Jesus Christ will be born and our salvation made complete.

We believe that God will come to us;
that God will have the final word and that Word will be good,
that this God will give us the presence of the Spirit to continue our work,
that we are called to be disciples to all the corners of the earth,
that the day is coming when tears and pain will be no more,
and all will gather at the Table to sing an endless and perfect “Alleluia!”

We Offer Ourselves and Our Gifts to God
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MINUTE FOR MISSION PC(USA) Christmas Joy Offering Bill Sands

CALL TO OFFERING
You are invited to support the ministry of this congregation through online giving
at upcbgm.org/give, or by sending a check to the church office or putting
an offering in the plates by the door.

You can contribute to the PC(USA)’s Christmas Joy special offering online

at pcusa.org/christmasjoy or text CHRISTMASJOY to 91999, or use one
of the Special Offering envelopes located near the plates by the doors, or send

a check to the church office marked with “special offering” in the memo line.

MUSICAL OFFERING “Beside Thy Cradle Here I Stand” UPC Choir

Beside thy cradle here I stand, O thou that ever livest, and bring thee with a willing hand the very gifts thou
givest. Accept me; ’tis my mind and heart, my soul, my strength, my every part that thou from me requirest.

Words and Music: From the “Christmas Oratorio” by Johann Sebastian Bach; ed. by Olaf C. Christiansen. © 1938 Neil A. Kjos
Music Co. All rights reserved.

PRAYER OF OFFERING (together) From the Manger
Generous God,
our gifts and offerings are a tangible expression of our hope in Christ.
May they nourish those who hunger and spread your love and justice. (continued )
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Bless our giving,

inspire us to share with compassion,

and help us trust in your abundant provision.
Amen.

WE OFFER OUR PRAYERS (responsive)
As each petition is concluded, the prayer leader and congregation respond:
One: Lord, in your loving kindness,
All: hear our prayer.

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE From the Manger
God, our Creator and Provider, we humbly remember occasions we’ve been hungry or in need.
Just as Jesus had compassion upon the hungry multitudes of his day,
we recognize the hungry multitudes around us and are filled with compassion.

For folks within our community who struggle and stress to have enough to eat,

we pray for relief, and we commit ourselves to immediate solutions for hungry bellies.

We pray you would give our dear siblings in Christ the courage to make their needs known,
so we might be the body of Christ in action.

For our neighbors around us in our region who struggle and stress to have enough to eat,
we pray our faith community might be part of their relief.
Show us how to meet the needs of the people around us whom we may not even know.

For a world where systems and structures keep some people malnourished while others
waste food and hoard resources, we pray that we might be part of systemic solutions.
May we be dissatisfied with temporary fixes and charity,

and filled with relentless hope for holistic and better ways.

We pray all these things to the One who fed the multitudes, hoping for transformation and
relief, and who taught us when we pray to say...

THE LORD’S PRAYER (together)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen!
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We Go Forth in Gratitude to Serve
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INVITATIONS
*SONG OF SENDING “He Is Born”
Refrain
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Words and Music: IL EST NE, French carol, 19th c.; trans. George Evans; arr. Donald P. Hustad, © 1990 Hope Publishing Company. All
rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727560. All rights reserved.

AFFIRMATION OF HOPE (responsive) From the Manger
One: Let us affirm our commitment to and belief in the Christian discipline of hope.

One: Like the pleasing aroma of a hot meal, as it is placed on a table of fellowship,
All: we believe hope entices the people of God to come together in unity.
One: Like the dreams of harvest that inspire the farmer to plant seeds in the spring,
All: we believe hope emboldens us to plan and plant for the future. (continued )
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One: Like the insects who collect pollen and unknowingly fertilize the food for all of creation,
All: we believe hope empowers us to follow our calling, allowing God to multiply our
efforts when we are obedient to our calling.
One: Like the instinct of animals who store and save for hard times ahead,
All: we believe hope persuades us to anticipate and endure challenges that will arise.
One: And when anxieties and circumstances overwhelm us, or we are tempted to fall into
despair,
All: we believe things can get better with compassion and imagination. This is hope.
Amen.
BLESSING From the Manger

May Christ, the Bread of Life,
who brings hope to the hopeless, be with you.

May the love of our Creator,

who calls us to care for the hungry and the oppressed, surround you.

And may the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,

who empowers us to imagine a kingdom where all hunger is satisfied,

strengthen you now and always.

Go in hope and share the good news of Christ’s coming.

SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE

One:
All:

Peace be with you!
And also with you.

(Please exchange a greeting of peace with those around you as our worship concludes.)

SENDING MUSIC “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” Andy Chadwick, organ

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel

that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

O come, O Wisdom from on high, who ordered all things mightily;

to us the path of knowledge show and teach us in its ways to go. [Refrain|

O come, O come, great Lord of might, who to your tribes on Sinai’s height

in ancient times did give the law in cloud and majesty and awe. [ Refrain]|

O come, O Branch of Jesse’s stem, unto your own and rescue them!

From depths of hell your people save, and give them victory o’er the grave. [Refrain| (continued )
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O come, O Key of David, come and open wide our heavenly home.
Make safe for us the heavenward road and bar the way to death’s abode. [ Refrain|

O come, O Bright and Morning Star, and bring us comfort from afar!
Dispel the shadows of the night and turn our darkness into light. [ Refrain]

O come, O King of nations, bind in one the hearts of all mankind.
Bid all our sad divisions cease and be yourself our King of Peace. | Refrain]

Music: Robert J. Hughes. © 1965 Lorenz Publishing Co. All rights reserved.

After the service, everyone is invited to join us for a time of fellowship and refreshments.
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Get Involved! Without any doubt, the ministry of our congregation depends largely on the dedication and
selfless contributions of volunteers — the incredible individuals who give generously of their time, energy,
and unique talents. Here are some ways you can help us do Christ’s work in our community:

Community Meal &’ Pantry: Each Tuesday at Spm, we offer a sit-down meal that is free for anybody, serving
about 160 meals a week. Volunteers are needed during the day on Monday and Tuesday to help with food
prep, and on Tuesday evening to serve the meal and clean up afterwards.

On Wednesdays from noon to S5pm, we run a free food pantry that also offers personal care & hygiene
items when they’re available. Volunteers help staff the pantry, and donations of non-perishable food and
personal care items are always welcome.

Contact Kitchen Coordinator Sherry Conklin for more info: meal@upcbgm.org

Worship services: You may not have noticed how many people are involved in our Sunday morning worship
services, but most weeks there are at least a dozen of us, and often there are more than 20: folks who read
prayers and scripture, greet visitors, share musical talents, operate technology, set up refreshments, help
serve communion, or contribute their ideas and support behind the scenes. If you'd like to take part, contact
Worship Team chair Suzie Raboy: sraboy54@stny.rr.com

Music at UPC: Music is an important part of our coming together at United
Presbyterian Church. We are excited to make music with every resource that
we have, and to use a variety of styles, not all at once but intermingled. What
emerges is a vibrant worship service with music that includes everyone who

wishes to participate.

UPC Choir: Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30pm in the Music Room. The vocal choir
provides music for worship most every Sunday. We welcome new members
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at any time, and we would love to have your participation. It would be good __ e /‘,‘:ﬁg“\{

to have you with us!

United Ringers handbell choir: Sundays, 11:30am-12:30pm in the Sanctuary. Our handbell choir plays
2-4 octaves of Malmark handbells and handchimes, providing music for worship about once a month. If
you're interested in learning how to play handbells, please inquire. New members are always welcome!
No previous experience needed. No auditions to start. If you can count to 4, you can learn to play!

We also invite instrumentalists and vocalists who’d like to share their gifts to talk with any of our music
leaders about providing special music for worship — you can call the church office, email music@
upcbgm.org, or speak with them in person after worship.

Other ministries: Our ministry teams are always welcoming new team members. If you'd like to help with
or learn more about the workings of the church, talk to one of the pastors or the elders on Session: Campus
Ministry, Pastor Becky bkindig@upcbgm.org; Card Committee, Margaret Davis mdavis.margaret@
gmail.com; Community Outreach, Pastor Kimberly pastor@upcbgm.org or Sherry Conklin meal@
upcbgm.org; Finance, Lou McKeage Imckeage@stny.rr.com; Hospitality, Sally Hunt shuntl@stny
arr.com or Sherry Conklin meal@upcbgm.org; Personnel, Cindy Burger csburger@frontiernet.net;
Property, Pastor Becky bkindig@upcbgm.org; Sewing Group, Cindy Burger csburger@frontiernet

.net.
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Advent Candle Lighting: For the next three Sundays, we need groups of 2 or 3 to read the
Advent Candle reading and light the Advent candles. If you would like to take part in this, please
talk to one of the pastors, or contact the church office (607-722-4219 or office@upcbgm.org).

Children in Worship: “Let the little children come to me..” —Matthew 19:14

We are glad that your children are here today, and we hope that you know that
they are welcome and encouraged to be in worship with you. We truly believe
that a community of faith is made up of people of ALL ages. There is a
PrayGround space with coloring sheets and quiet toys in the front of the
sanctuary to use there or can be taken to another pew, if that suits your
family’s needs.

There is a nursery for infants through age four staffed with two nursery attendants, if thatis a
better choice for your family. The nursery is at the end of the hall past the bathrooms. Nursery
staff are on duty from 9:00am to 12:00pm. Parents are welcome to stay in the room and listen to
the service over the speaker, or to return to the sanctuary to worship. Please let us know if you
have questions.

FROM THE MANGER prayers, images, & design elements © 2024 [llustrated Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved. illustratedministry.com.
We Say What We Believe written by Rev. Stephen M. Fearing, stephenmfearing.com.

SCRIPTURE TEXTS are reproduced from the New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition, © 2021 Division of Christian Education
of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

HYMNS are reproduced from Glory to God: Hymns, Psalms, & Spiritual Songs, © 2013 Westminster John Knox Press,
and from Worship & Rejoice, © 2003 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-727560. All rights reserved.

Pastors Rev. Kimberly P Chastain and Rev. Becky Kindig + Reader Sharon Landon
Musicians Aimée Backus, Music Coordinator; Andy Chadwick, accompanist; Austin Shadduck,
United Ringers director; Andrea Gilebarto, Robert Manners, Starletta Noll-Long, and the UPC Choir
Technicians Matt Johnson, Scott Kindig, Shawn Landon, Sara Lieberman, Phil Westcott
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