Announcements November 30, 2025

THIS WEEK AT UPC:

[11/30] Coffee hour, 11:15am in the Sanctuary
NO United Ringers rehearsal today

[12/1] Bible Study, Mondays, 1—2pm on Zoom. We’re
reading from Marcus Borg’s Evolution of the Word: The
New Testament in the Order the Books Were Written, and

To join UPC’s “Zoom Room”
online: upcbgm.org/zoom

everyone is welcome to join us. Right now we’re To dial as a phone call:
reading the Gospel according to Luke, talking about (f") 646-558-8656
what it meant for early Christians and what it might Meeting ID: 865 274 8433

mean for us today.

[12/2] Community Meal, Tuesdays, 5—-6pm. Every week we offer a sit-down meal that is
free for anybody. Volunteers are needed; if you’d like to help with this mission, contact
Community Kitchen Coordinator Sherry Conklin: meal@upcbhgm.org or 607-722-4219.

[12/3] Sewing Group, Wednesdays, 10am—1pm in the Upper Lounge. The Sewing Group
meets at the church each week to craft quilts, mittens, hats, scarves, pillows, and
more. At noon, those who can’t come in person are invited to “Zoom in” for their
lunchtime social hour. All are welcome; bring a lunch and enjoy the company.

Community Food & Hygiene Pantry, Wednesdays, 12—-5pm. Volunteers help staff the
pantry on Wednesdays, and help is also needed when we get deliveries on Thursday &
Friday mornings. Contact Sherry to help: meal@upcbgm.org or 607-722-4219.

UPC Choir rehearsal, 6:30—-7:30pm in the Music Room. The vocal choir provides music
for worship most every Sunday. We welcome new members at any time, and we would
love to have your participation. It would be good to have you with us!

[12/5] Zoom Happy hour, Fridays, 5—6:30pm. Bring your own beverage and join the fun
as we catch up on the events of the week and share how we’re doing.

LOOKING AHEAD:

(12/7] Worship & Communion, 10am: 2nd Sunday in Advent; Pastor Kimberly preaching.
NOTE: Silver Bells gifts are due back to church by Sunday, December 7.

United Ringers handbell choir, 11:30am—-12:30pm in the Sanctuary. Our handbell choir
plays 2—4 octaves of Malmark handbells and handchimes, providing music for worship
about once a month. If you’re interested in learning how to play handbells, please
inquire. No previous experience needed. If you can count to 4, you can learn to play!
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Binghamton Toy Drive
accepting donations

The Toy Drive benefits
families impacted by
the housing crisis and
mass incarceration.

Register or donate toys via
bingtoydrive.com

Donate toys or cash via
linktr.ee/bingtoydrive

Giveaway is on December 21
Toys must be received by DONATE TOYS OR CASH VIA
Thursday, December 18

Practical Resources for Churches (prcli.org) offers resources on a variety
of topics including caring ministries, spiritual practices, small church life,
social justice, and environmental stewardship. Check out all they have to
offer and take advantage of the abundance of programs and information.
Webinars are recorded and can be watched later. Upcoming topics include:

e Creating Ministries for Neurodivergent Families — Thursday, December 4, 2—3pm:
Families with neurodivergent members are often absent from church because local
churches often overlook the needs of these individuals and their families. Join us to
talk about different things your church might do to accommodate these families so
they can be a fully inclusive part of the body of Christ. Together we will explore how
we can form support networks, adapt curriculum, and create spaces that help
neurodivergent families thrive in our churches. upcbgm.org/prc120425

Other resources from PRC include:

o Hands to Work, Heart to God online craft group — 3rd Thursday of the month (next
meeting Dec. 18), 7-8pm: Join us on Zoom as we share our love of crafting and desire
to connect with God online. Contact Karen Smith, karen@prcli.org, 631-821-2255.

o What’s Next: A sharing of timely resources and upcoming webinars. The most recent
(11/11/2025) letter is at conta.cc/4nJy3KS

e Cultivate: Growing in Faith: Christian ed and faith formation resources, ideas, and
anecdotes for all ages of adults and children. November’s letter: bit.ly/3XfVdO0i
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Email: tickets@downtownsingers.org
or Call: 607-205-8741




This Giving Tuesday, consider making
a monetary gift to the Community Food
Ministries at the United Presbyterian

Church of Binghamton. Your gifts will
be combined with others to help buy
food for our Tuesday Community Meal
and our Wednesday Food Pantry.
UPC Binghamton has seen a drastic increase in the number of people affected by the
SNAP cutbacks, increased food costs, and lack of housing. As the need rises, help us to
continue to be a resource in our community. As a member of the Food Bank of the
Southern Tier, we can buy food at bulk prices so your dollars help even more people.

Give now at upcbgm.org/give (you can use the “Notes” field if you want to indicate how
your donation should be designated). And thank you!

PC(USA) releases updated action guide
for “times like these”

The Presbyterian Office of Public Witness has
updated its classic “Holy Discontentment”
guide for those who want to engage in public
life through advocacy, organizing, and witness.
Grounded in the Reformed tradition and the
social witness policies of the PC(USA), the
newly released guide offers both theological
grounding and practical tools for individuals

b

and congregations seeking to respond to injustice.
Learn more and download the resource: upcbgm.org/news251121.

More news from around the presbytery and across the denomination
can be found at susvalpresby.org/thursday-thoughts
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